Diary Dates for Nov & Dec 2010
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*Sat 11th Dec – Adult Christmas Party – 8 pm
*Please Note – change of date for this event
th

Sun 12 Dec – Children’s Christmas Party
th

**Tues 14 Dec – AGM – 8 pm
**See notice on p.2

Founded 1894
November 2010

st

Fri 31 Dec – New Year’s Eve Ball – 7.30 pm

Golden Lion

SNOOKER AND BILLIARDS CHALLENGE
We are reviving the Snooker and Billiards
Competition. So all masters of the Blue Water can
challenge the Green Baize!
All are welcome. Whatever your standard we will try
to match you up. Please put your names on the list
in the club and give Phil your £2.00 entry fee for
which you will get a prize, if you WIN!! There will also
be a bite to eat at the FINAL.

The Newsletter of the West Lancashire Yacht Club
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If you need any more information please contact
John Neil or Bob Abram whose telephone numbers
are in the Club Handbook.
rd

Next Copy Date is Monday 3 January 2011
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Please send copy to Roger Ryan, the editor, at:
goldenlion@wlyc.org.uk
Views expressed in the Golden Lion are not
necessarily those of the editor or the WLYC
12 executive

1

!
!

ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING
I am sorry that this year’s handbook did not
include a date for the AGM. The AGM will be held
in the Clubhouse on Tuesday 14th December at
20.00.
The formal notice of meeting, together with the
Statement of Accounts, is being circulated with
this

Golden

Lion
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accordance

with

the
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£35

CHRISTMAS PARTY
Saturday
th
11 December 8.00pm

requirements of Rule XVlll.

th

scheduled in the handbook for 14

December.

However,

had

the

Offshore

Captain

Finger Buffet

Cruise into the New Year
in Style and Luxury

µ-DFNLQWKH%HDQ6WDON¶

Friday 31 December - 7.30pm

Panto performed by the
µThe Abbreviated Panto Company¶

Rave the night away with
µThe Re-Sessions¶
Phenomenal Band and Disco

Angela Abram on Keyboard

Christmas party evening
to enjoy with friends

and was happy for the AGM to be held that

sufficient demand, on the occasion of the Offshore
th

Dinner on 26 November.
Anthony C Halliwell - Hon Secretary
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And Lots More!!!

considering cancelling/rearranging that gathering

Offshore Gathering could be discussed, if there is

!

st

Carols

been

evening. A possible alternative date for the
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I am conscious that an Offshore Gathering was
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FREE TO VOLUNTEERS
AND MEMBERS - GUESTS £5

!
!Salsa
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for
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Every Monday Night
Ring Dave & Val 0777 920 4338!!
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LOOK OUT
FOR

2011

Every Wednesday 7pm
Down at the Club
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News from John Batten

Commodore’s Comments

Longer standing members will be interested to hear that we

Here we are at the end of November and life has been busy since
the 24Hr race. Even so, I managed to get a sail on a Sunday, the first
one for many a year, and promised myself a full winter season as a
result. On the sailing front the club has once again hosted a major
championship with the GP14 National Youth Championship being our
guests at the end of October. 32 competitors and various parents
and support crews were provided with good sailing, food and
entertainment over two days. The fleet impressed everyone, not only
with their competitiveness, but also their excellent behaviour both on
and off the water. It was a pleasure to have them as our guests.

have had news from John Batten, who joined WLYC in 1950
and is perhaps our longest standing member. Some years ago,
John moved south, and now owns a two-masted Falmouth
Bass Boat. Ever true to his early days at Southport, John has
the letters WLYC on the transom of his boat rather than those
of the Royal Lymington YC, of which he is also a member.
Apart from his Bass Boat, John holds a share in an ‘X’ Class
One-Design, which is a traditional fixed keel day boat. The
prototype was built by Woodnutts at St Helens in 1909 as a
carvel built boat with a gaff rig. Although the Bermudian rig
was allowed in the class from 1928, many of the design’s
original features have been retained. John’s interest in this
type of traditional boat will not surprise those members who
recall his enthusiasm for the Seabird and Star One-Designs
when he was sailing at Southport. Doubtless he is getting
some very good sailing in the ‘X’ Class because it is currently
the largest class competing in the Cowes regattas.
John’s daughter Rebecca, who was the fourth generation of
her family to become a member of WLYC, has retired from the
Royal Navy and is now a solicitor. Rebecca works with a
London firm of maritime solicitors and her expertise is in the
consequences of illegal oil spillages. Presumably she is now
much in demand.
Very good to hear from you, John!
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The following weekend Mike Birch and Oli Hillaker put the WLYC
name up in lights at the Enterprise NW area Championship and the
November Plate, held at our neighbour’s SSC. This event also held
WLYC up as the leading Enterprise club in the North West. We had
the largest fleet at, and won, the NW Area Championship. Tom
Hewitt and Hannah Adams won the Enterprise Youth Championship,
with WLYC being the largest visiting fleet. WLYC also won the team
trophy at the Enterprise National Championship and our Junior Team
had a wonderful win at the Southport 12hr Race. Well done to all
concerned.
Speaking of Juniors, I attended the ‘Junior Raceday’ on the last day
of the junior training season. It was a great day with lots of ‘mini
races’ and loads of prizes at the end, followed by a supper for
everyone. It was a huge pleasure to see the enthusiasm of everyone
there for that day, and I’d like to give a big vote of thanks to all those
volunteers who have got our junior sailing back on track. The next
weekend saw the Monkhouse Cup, our final sailing event for this
season and it was sailed, for once, in excellent conditions. The entry
of 25 boats, and the 70+ members who enjoyed the supper in the
evening, demonstrated that WLYC is well on its way back to being
one of the North West’s leading clubs, both on and off the water. Well
done to Glyn Sheffield after a season of support for the Streaker
class.
On the clubhouse front, we have a new bar floor in at last, after
numerous postponements. This has really refreshed the look of the
bar area, and follows along with our careful maintenance program.
Projects for the near future include work on the vertical parts of the
roof area and work to complement the new changing room windows
at the back of the club, facing the road. Stand by for a phone call.
Tony Halliwell has your number.
3
Continued on p.4

24 Hour Race Report and Comment
Following this year’s race the Club Committee has taken the
opportunity to review the event as a whole and the benefits and
costs that it brings with it. If you look Rule II Objective on page 2
of the Club Handbook it says ‘the primary objective of the Club
shall be the encouragement of amateur yacht and boat sailing.’
The 24 Hour Race helps us to fulfil that objective in bucket loads.
Go into virtually any Sailing Club in the U.K. say you’re from West
Lancs YC and you’ll be immediately welcomed and regaled with
tales of ‘when this club sailed in the 24 Hour Race’. Letters from
the visiting clubs refer to ‘a carnival for sailors’ and ‘a splendid
social and sporting occasion’. Unfortunately putting the race on
comes at a cost, not only in the financial outlay for setting the site
up but also in the wear and tear on the fabric of the Club and in
the time and effort required from Club members. The entry fees
just about cover the cost of putting the race on, therefore any
financial benefit the Club derives from the Race comes from the
profit on catering and the bar. Over the last three years these
have been falling because of competition from our friends around
the lake, fast food outlets and visitors ‘doing their own thing’.

Commodore’s Comments – Continued from p.3
Meanwhile, Clive Porter has produced plans for a re-vamp of the
Dinghy Park spaces. With well over a hundred spaces filled he is
looking to make use of the space available to us. We have many
active sailors waiting for space to park their boat and it is
unreasonable for them to be pushed to the nether regions of the
dinghy park because members cannot be bothered to remove their
old boats.
If you own a boat on the dinghy park that has no dinghy park
licence, then it is likely to be removed without any further notice
and either sold or destroyed. This will also apply to trailers,
launching trolleys, old boats etc. parked against the fence. This is an
area which we might develop as the new roadway. There is also an
increasing problem with cars being taken on to the dinghy park. As
always, cars are only allowed on the dinghy park for the purpose
of delivery or collection of boats.
Finally, we are coming to the AGM yet again. I hope to see as many
members as possible this year to support the nominations of Kathy
Robinson and the rest of the club officers for next year.
Dave Bower
!
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!Ladies Polos ± plain - from

Contrast Collar Polos - from
Mens/Ladies Hoodies - from
Kids Hoodies - from
Full Zip Fleeces - from
Quarter Zip Fleeces - from

£12.00
£16.00
£17.00
£14:00
£24:00
£21:00!

Club log is included in the price, customisation is extra

!
!

navy, yellow or white

!
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Hurry!!!
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Last orders before
Christmas ±
th
27 November
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We have also altered the date of the race next year. Because
there is no air show in September the Race will be held over the
week-end of 10th-11th September. That may be ten months away
but, as you can see, the planning has already started. As a
member I hope you will support this strategy to achieve the raison
d’être of the Club. In particular I need you to come forward and
volunteer your services rather than wait to be asked. There is a
range of jobs to be done and whether you are only available for
one hour or one hundred a role can be found for you. To misquote
Kennedy, and so, my fellow members: ask not what your Club can
do for you – ask what you can do for your Club?

!

REMEMBER!
you can order good quality
WLYC REGALIA
personalised with
any name
PERFECT
CHRISTMAS GIFT

!
!
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Taking all these points into account the Club Committee have
decided that because the race is viewed as one of the premier
events in the dinghy sailing calendar that it should continue, but
that changes should be made to the infrastructure so that it does
not become a liability on the Club’s accounts and to make it less
onerous to run. To this end, and as a first step, Don Brown, Head
of Catering and I have agreed that we will outsource most of the
catering, allowing us to reduce the size of the expensive marquee.
Other changes will follow from this decision.

Kit Robinson - CEO 24 Hour Race.
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RYA Navigation and Seamanship Theory Courses
WLYC is an approved centre for the RYA navigation theory courses.
Last winter we ran both the Safety & Navigation and the Day Skipper
courses at the club. We are looking to provide courses this year if
there is interest from members. The possible courses are listed
below with basic details, further information on each can be found on
the RYA web site.
Basic Navigation & Safety
In January the Basic Navigation and Safety course will be renamed
to Essential Navigation & Seamanship. This course is for anyone
interested in sailing, motor boating, sea angling or diving. It's also the
perfect stepping stone to the more in-depth Day Skipper shore based
course or the on-the-water courses such as the Intermediate
Powerboat, Start Yachting, Helmsman or Day Skipper courses.
Day Skipper
A comprehensive introduction to cruising for inexperienced skippers.
This course equips you with enough knowledge to navigate around
familiar waters by day. A basic knowledge of lights is also included to
introduce you to night cruising.
Coastal Skipper/Yachtmaster Offshore
Advanced training for more experienced skippers building on the Day
Skipper course. This course equips you to navigate safely on coastal
and offshore passages. It allows some time for revision of the basics
and then moves on to advanced navigation techniques.
If you are interested in any of the courses please let me know either
by telephone or the email address below.
Phone: Neil Croston, my number is in the club handbook
Email: training@wlyc.org.uk!

Vice Commodore’s Comments
The sailing season has come to an end culminating in the Prize
Giving. This will have happened by the time you read this, but the
glittering table of prizes being presented is always a testament to the
dedication of our sailors. Now is the time, before you tuck your boats
away for the winter, to make that list of the little repair and
refurbishing jobs you have been putting off, or making do with, all
year. Then, of course, there is the need for your ‘plan of action’ to
get all these things done, so when spring arrives you are all ready for
the new season on the water. There is a lot to look forward to as we
plan next year’s programme.
Meanwhile, various training sessions are being run over the next few
months. Martin Breach has organised Laser coaching at the club
with David Hivey, for the weekend of 27th & 28th November. Anyone
interested should contact Martin. David Bower has suggested he will
put on some training days for GP14 boat handling – to be advised. A
safety boat course is planned for those wanting to advance their
skills in powerboats.
Other courses are in the planning stages too, and not necessarily all
on the water. The offshore team are looking at possible Day Skipper
and Yacht Master theory courses. If you want to develop your
knowledge in anything to do with sailing then please let us know and
we’ll see if something can be arranged.
Thursday evenings are always Club Night, so do come on down and
catch up with others for a chat around the bar, or enjoy a game of
snooker. There is no need to hibernate just because the colder
weather is here. I look forward to seeing you around.
Kathy Robinson
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Notes from the Club Committee
Recent meetings have discussed proposals to be put to this year’s AGM (now
scheduled for Tuesday 14th December at 20.00). To be eligible for capital
grants from the Sports Council (from which we have benefitted greatly in the
past) it is now required that club rules provide that, in the unlikely event of the
club being dissolved, any remaining funds, after settlement of debts and
liabilities, be transferred to another sports body. The committee has decided to
propose incorporating such a provision in the club rules.
The club committee has also discussed the level of subscriptions for next year.
With the provisional accounts showing an improved result (close to balance
after financial items), and the harder financial times for our membership
expected over the next year, it was decided to propose a less than inflation
increase. The resulting proposal, together with proposals for changing the
conditions for Student membership, the rates for younger (25 to 30) inport
members and the way in which subscriptions are calculated for members
joining other than at the year end, are set out for your consideration in the
Agenda for the AGM accompanying this issue of the Golden Lion.
The Committee has also discussed the importance of encouraging you, the
members, to volunteer to undertake the many jobs that need doing to keep the
club thriving and successful. In the short term, the Christmas party is to be free
as a thank you to our volunteers. For the medium term, watch your Golden
Lion to see what is proposed (or better still, tell one of the officers or committee
chairmen you are available to help).
I have also reported on correspondence I have had with the Council on the
road closure (due to a Charity Run) that resulted in some members being
unable to reach the club for racing one Sunday in October. The council is to
remind organisers of future events seeking such closures of their duty to inform
local site users such as ourselves. I am told that for most closures (e.g. the Air
Show) we are allowed through when it is safe, provided we can show evidence
of our destination (e.g. club handbook or windscreen sticker). However, for the
charity run, there was a significant period during which such admittance was
considered unsafe. Apologies to members affected. Hopefully, we will be better
informed in future.
Another item discussed was the adoption of the Streaker as a club class.
When the Slow Handicap Racing was introduced, it was proposed that classes
be adopted when they had five regular competitors in the handicap fleet. The
club committee were happy for this proposal to be followed, and referred it to
the Sailing Committee to confirm that this was now the case for the Streakers.
(I look forward to trying one).
Tony Halliwell, Hon Sec
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A Big Thank you from Madam Commodore
Monkhouse Cup and Supper
This year’s Monkhouse Supper was on school half term, which meant that
many members were away and we were short of volunteers. I would like to
thank the Dorr Family for their help from the word go. Laurence and Thomas
were really focused on peeling all the apples and I am sure that this is why the
crumble tasted so good! Angela helped with afternoon tea, as well as actually
making the apple crumble and then working in the galley during the evening
by helping Phil with serving the hot pot and dessert. The Club’s future Head of
Catering, Dominic, helped with last minute things like slicing the crusty bread
and made sure that every thing was ticked on the check-list. Also I would like
to thank Kathy Robinson and Linda Hurst for serving the tea and coffee.
GP 14 Youth Championship, Saturday and Sunday
Again this event was on during the school half term and it was difficult to get
members to help with the galley. Angela Abram did volunteer even though
she had other family commitments. Thanks, Angela for putting the club first.
Luckily we had enough help on the day and did not need to call on you. Gill
Pinch came to my rescue and helped me all day Saturday and Sunday. She
also went out shopping when we ran out of food and helped with the clear up
on both days. The Nixon family, who are new members, helped with Saturday
breakfast and lunch clear up as well as last-minute shopping for special
dietary food.
I was also delighted that Denise helped with breakfast on Saturday, while
Chris was on hand when we had a long queue and helped serving the food.
Well, I don’t think we need to worry about our catering in ten years time
because we have discovered plenty of apprentices for Head of Catering for
the Club. Little Holly was one step ahead of even Dominic because she
became my front of house by taking orders for breakfast and lunch, and telling
me how many I needed to cook for. Holly also kept her eye on all stock in the
galley and fridge and informed me when items were getting low. On top of
that, she was very good with the cash machine. Well done Holly and thank
you to the Nixon family.
Then Shirley and Alex helped with the evening meal and washing up. More
great team work, so thanks to both of you. Cath Reaser was at the Club all
day helping with breakfast, lunch and clearing up after the event, and she still
managed to make two trays of cottage pie in between the serving and
washing up. Ann and John Hivey helped with washing up after the evening
meal, and Ann stayed on standby if we needed any extra hands.
It was great team-work. I was so proud of you all when Ian Sinclair, President
of GP14 Association, thanked our club for the high standard of the meals
provided, while he was very impressed by the way that we also managed to
cater for special dietary needs at short notice.
Charu Bower
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