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John Hayward hands on the role of President to
Louise Halliwell at the New Year Party

We wish all members fair winds
and good sailing in 2014

Commodores Comments
A very happy, if belated, new year to you all!
At this time of year there are often changes as
people stand down and their replacements ‘pick
up the baton’. This year is no exception.
John Hayward, last year’s President, passed over the President’s
burgee to Louise Halliwell at the New Years Eve party. During his
time as President John was a familiar face down at the Club and I
am grateful for his support and advice during my first year in
office.
I’m delighted that Rob Pickering has been appointed as a Rear
Commodore by the Club Committee. The Club has followed the
recommendations of the Review Group report, in that the Rear
Commodore will not be expected to become a Flag Officer, and
the position will be subject to re-appointment annually. In his
new role I have asked Rob to form a subgroup to review and make
recommendations on communications within the Club.
Diane Porter takes over as Head of the Catering Committee, Neal
Maskrey as Head of the House Committee and Richard Barnes as
Head of the Membership Committee. I’m sure they will all bring
new ideas and enthusiasm to their committees. If you would like
to be involved in any of the Club Committees please get in touch
with the committee head.
Are you considering a big celebration or party? The Club lounge,
provides an excellent venue for parties and celebrations of all
kinds, including wedding receptions, christening parties, birthday
and Christmas parties and anniversary celebrations. The Business
Committee is working to promote its availability outside the Club,
but I would like to remind you of its availability to members at
preferential rates. If you, or any of your friends, are looking for
such a venue, please do talk to Phil.
Our new ‘Club Hire’ brochure is available from the bar.
2

Just over 12 months ago the Club was planning to become a Community Amateur Sports Club. For a number of reasons this has not
happened. Tony Halliwell has been closely involved with the process and his update is included in this edition of the Golden Lion.
The start of the sailing season is not far away and I’m looking forward to another busy year both on and off the water. The Commodore’s Cruise has in recent years been an offshore event. This year
I am planning to make this a dinghy ‘cruise’. This will be a weekend event which I hope will appeal to those who are interested in
sailing on waters away from Southport. The details have still to be
worked out but will be publicised when finalised.
Ian Donaldson
Commodore

Sailing Matters
With 2013 over, we can start looking forward to
the 2014 season. There is an ambitious list of
events planned that gives more Club Series racing
than ever before.
To achieve this, we will need the weather to be
kind, unlike last year’s early season freeze, and have increased the
number of Tidal Racing dates when Southport Sailing Club have
their turn on the lake. The dates start at Easter running through to
October. Obviously the weather has to be suitable, as it diaries
dates to race if the conditions are right. The Tidal Series will be
split into TA for the early part of the season and TB for the latter
half of the season.
The Fitting Out race will be held on 22nd March starting at 11.00
with a Prize Giving Lunch at 13.30
Single Hander 12hr Race will be held on 3rd May and will be open
for more classes with a PYS between 1012 (Phantom) and 1313
(Topper).
The following day 4th May will be the Town Cup Pursuit Race, this
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will give the opportunity for some of the visitors to stay overnight
and enter this event.
Also we are introducing a West Lancs YC Regatta for all of our
Class Open Meetings and a General Handicap fleet to be held on
the same day at Ainsdale on Sunday 29th June. If the event is
cancelled on the sea because of the weather conditions, there
will be the option to use the lake because SSC will not be using
it. This is something that only a few clubs can offer with both
these facilities and we hope this format can continue.
The Joint Series with SSC is also changing slightly in format, with
4 dates with 2 races on each day counting in a Joint fast and Slow
Handicap Series, just like last year’s format. The other 4 dates
are Joint One Day Events with 3 races on each day with overall
winners for each day, one of these day events will be on the sea
at Ainsdale.
With the success of the Thursday night Supper Races last year,
they are to continue. The first will start at the end of August and
will run through until early October.
Lake Fendering
At some point, hopefully during the next year the council will be
replacing the lake edge fendering. Also they are going to provide
anti slip matting for all the slipways around the lake. An
experimental mat is currently being tried out on SSC’s slipway.
Radio Sailing
Throughout the winter there will be a 6 day series from 5th Jan
and every other Sunday until the 16th March, there will be RC Lasers and Dragon Force RG65s class racing. Judging by the excellent turnout at the RC Laser meeting at WLYC in mid December
with 20 boats competing and the significant growth of the new
class of Dragon Force last year there could be 20-30 boats overall
competing.
There are boats available in both classes to have a go on each of
these days .
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Lake Drainage
The lake will be drained and refilled for the weekend of 4th Jan

The main dates for the coming season are as follows
22nd March, Fitting Out Race, start 11.00, Fitting Out lunch 13.30
23rd March, first Sunday racing
29th March, Junior training starts
3rd April, first Thursday racing
6th April, first joint one day event with SSC
20th April, first tidal race (weather permitting)
3rd May, Single Hander 12hr race
4th May, Town Cup pursuit race
17th May, Push The Boat Out Open Day
25th May, SSC GP Open Meeting
31st May, Lloyd Hayes Junior Open Meeting
28th June, SSC Junior 12hr Race
29th June, West Lancs Regatta
28th August, First Thursday evening Supper races
30th August, Boghole Trophy
7th September, SSC SLB Pursuit Race
13-14th September, 24hr Race
21st September, Barts Bash TBA, Joint Series SSC
11th October, Brasileiro Junior race day
25th October, Monkhouse Cup, start 14.30, Supper 19.30
2nd November, SSC November Plate Enterprise Open Meeting
Clive Porter
Vice Commodore

Neil Mackenzie wins the
Diver’s Helmet
and a free pint
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Important News from the RYA Website
The RYA have been making some changes to the RYA website.
Over the past few months we have restructured the area aimed
at our affiliated clubs, making it easier to find information to
help you run successful clubs, develop your activities and people
and much more.
Click on the ‘RYA CLUBS’ button on the RYA home page, to take a
look.
Website Address:
Club Name:
Password:

www.rya.org.uk/clubs
West Lancashire Yacht Club
824305

We believe that this information should not be available to the
general public, but that it should be a clear benefit of affiliation,
and therefore only accessible to those clubs affiliated to the
RYA. From Wednesday the 8th January, you will be required to
log into this area of the site.
------------

West Lancashire Yacht Club
Annual Dinner
Saturday 22nd February
19:30 for 20:00

An occasion for all our members and their guests, when
officers from our Kindred Clubs join us to celebrate kinship and sailing, on an occasion unique to the
Sailing Clubs of Liverpool Bay
Dress Code: Black Tie
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The ‘Ladies Who Launch’ recently enjoyed a Swedish style
evening meal, hosted by Louise Halliwell. All ladies are welcome
to join the group. The aim is for ladies to get out on the water
and build their confidence with social sailing. We initially gather
for a light lunch, then we sail. No experience is required, just
the desire to get afloat. Do join us when the season starts. This
year it will be on Wednesday afternoons. Please contact Margaret Dearing on 01704 551249 for more information.
Offshore Sailing Quiz Answers
Competent Crew. Jackstays are lines from the bow to the stern on both port and starboard.
A crewmember clips his safety harness to a Jackstay allowing him to walk along the deck
while still being safely attached to the vessel.
Day Skipper. All new locator beacons must be registered with the Maritime Coastguard
Agency (search on Google for PLB Register UK)
Yachtmaster Offshore. Tack back onto a starboard tack to relieve the forces on the remaining shroud(s) on the port side. Consider attaching a spare halyard (main, foresail or
spinnaker) to the chain plate of the parted shroud.
Yachtmaster Ocean. Tropical Revolving Storms (TRS) cannot form at latitudes less then
5º. Usually they begin their lives towards the western side of an ocean between 7º and 20º
north or south. Then they move westwards and polewards at 10 – 15 kts; however once
they reach 25º latitude sometimes they then curve round on to track NEly / SEly.
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Community Amateur Sports Clubs
(CASCs)
Amateur sports clubs registered with HM Revenue and Customs
enjoy significant financial benefits, including relief from business
rates (so they only have to pay 20% of the rates otherwise due)
and Gift Aid (so that they can reclaim tax that has been paid on
any donations they receive).
Many yacht and sailing clubs (including our kindred clubs West
Kirby SC and Southport SC) have registered as CASCs, and it was
decided, at our 2012 AGM, that we should apply for registration.
Our application for registration was filed in January 2013 and
refused by HMRC in March. HMRC considered our rules did not
meet the requirements for registration but suggested a number of
model clauses we might adopt to meet their objections. While it
was not clear that all their objections were justified, it did
appear that at least some amendment of our rules (especially to
the membership procedure) would be necessary to meet the
official requirements, and it was decided that we should consider
suitable amendments at our 2013 AGM.
However, while we were awaiting the AGM, the government
decided it wanted to amend and clarify the requirements for
CASC registration and launched a consultation process about the
amendments to be made to the scheme. It also put on hold
applications by clubs to register as CASCs pending the result of
the consultation.
The RYA, who were involved in the
consultation, advised that we should delay any move to re-apply
for registration until that outcome was known.
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It was eventually announced in late November. The government
is proposing to clarify, by new rules, the requirements for
registration as a CASC, including:
1) That membership is open to all without discrimination.
2) That costs of participation (including equipment costs) should
not exceed £520 a year (unless the club has a concessionary
scheme for ‘low income’ members - ‘low income’ is still to be
defined).
3) At least 50% of the members must be participating members
(ie not more than 50% may be non-participating or social
members).
Despite 1, the clubs would still be allowed to refuse membership
to persons likely to bring the club into disrepute. The RYA have
advised that, provided we continue to make our Toppers available to members to use free of charge, 2 should not be a problem.
With regard to 3, it is accepted that activities such as officiating
at events, training, committee service constitute ‘participation’
but the RYA is seeking clarification of the extent of such participation required to rank as a participating member, and how the
concept of ‘participation’ would apply in the case of family memberships.
The exact wording of the proposed new rules will itself be subject to a period of public consultation so it is likely to be a few
months before they are settled. It may be preferable (it is for the
Club Committee to decide) to await the new rules before deciding whether to pursue CASC status.
Tony Halliwell
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Offshore Captain’s Logbook
Offshore Supper – Sat 25 Jan 14
Put the date in your diary for a memorable “Offshore Supper” at
WLYC with an illustrated talk by Dave & Jeanette Hardy - “Sailing
in High Northern Latitudes”
•
3 course menu with a Burns Night flavour
•
£15 per head for bookings made before Thu 23 Jan - £18 per
head thereafter
Full details have been sent to members via email!

Club Offshore Cruise
Sun 11 (eve) to Fri 16 (pm) May
Following the success of last October’s Commodore’s Cruise we
are planning a further club offshore cruise again, in comfortable,
well-appointed, matched, charter Oceanis 37 yachts, from Fairview Sailing based on the River Hamble. Depending on the
weather we hope to cruise across the English Channel or sail
westwards towards Devon / Cornwall. Each yacht will have an
offshore experienced skipper & mate; however no experience is
necessary for the remaining berths. For more information please
contact the Offshore Captain.
Pub Quiz – Tue 4 Feb (1930). Join us at the club for a light
hearted sailing “pub” quiz with a revised format suitable for all
club members. All the questions will have a sailing theme (albeit
at times the link may be rather tenuous!). Price £5 including one
of Phil’s famous “Hotpot” suppers. It will be your opportunity to
beat the reigning champions (Louise Halliwell and her team) and
walk away with a trophy!
------------

Offshore Sailing Quiz Questions
Competent Crew Where would you find a “Jackstay” on a cruising yacht? And what is it for? Note “Jackstay” is also known as a
“Jackline”
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Day Skipper You have been to the London Boat Show and
bought yourself a Personal Locator Beacon; before you take it
with you sailing what must you do to comply with regulations?
Yachtmaster Offshore You are sailing across the English Channel to France on a 38 foot racer/cruiser Sloop. You have just
tacked onto a port tack. There is a loud bang and you realise
one of the port shrouds has parted. What’s your immediate reaction (apart from panic) and what could you consider next as a
temporary replacement for the parted shroud?
Yachmaster Ocean Generally on which side of an ocean and between what latitudes do Tropical Revolving Storms (TRS)
de-

RYA Essential Navigation & Seamanship Course
This is a shore based course aimed at a wide audience of people.
It is suitable for anyone involved in all offshore water sports: sailing, boarding, motor boating, sea angling and diving as well as experienced dinghy and keelboat sailors and inshore racers.
Ideal opportunity to learn new concepts or revise old skills in
the comfort of the clubhouse
Saturday 15th & Sunday 16 Feb 0900 – 1700
Cost £95 for members, £150 for non members
(includes training materials, plus use of plotter & dividers)
Interested?
email: training@wlyc.org.uk or offshore.captain@wlyc.org.uk
To reserve a place on the course bookings must be confirmed before Friday 31st January.
Neil Croston Training Principal

Reunion Lunch - Tuesday 4th February 12:30 for 13:00
Keith Shorrock is the Speaker
Keith will be relating his experiences whilst working for Queen
and Country (in the RAF) when posted to Christmas Island.
He was a witness to Britain’s first big ‘Flash in the Pan’.
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DIARY DATES
January 2014
Saturday 25th
February
Sunday 2nd
Tuesday 4th
Tuesday 4th
Saturday 15th &
Sunday 16th
Sunday 16th
Saturday 22nd
March
Saturday 1st
Sunday 2nd
Sunday 16th
Saturday 22nd
Saturday 22nd
Sunday 23rd
Sunday 30th
Saturday 29th
April
Thursday 3rd
Tuesday 15th
Sunday 20th
May
Saturday 3rd
Sunday 4th
Saturday 17th
June
Sunday 29th

Harry Leigh Offshore Supper 19:30 for 20:00
RC Laser & Dragon Force RG65s
Reunion Lunch 12:30 for 13:00
Pub Quiz and Hotpot Supper 19:30
RYA Essential Navigation
and Seamanship Course
RC Laser & Dragon Force RG65s
Annual Dinner
West Lancs Lake District walk and dinner
at Winster (near Windermere) Revised date
RC Laser & Dragon Force RG65s
RC Laser & Dragon Force RG65s
Fitting Out Race 11:00
Fitting Out Prize Giving Lunch 13:30
First Sunday Series starts
Mother’s Day Lunch
Junior Training starts
First Thursday racing
Reunion Lunch 12:30 for 13:00
Easter Day - First Tidal Event (weather permitting)
Single Hander 12hr Race
Southport Town Cup Pursuit Race
Push the Boat Out—Open Day
West Lancs YC Regatta - Class Open Meetings
and a General Handicap fleet - Ainsdale

Next copy date: 24th February 2014
goldenlion@wlyc.org.uk
Editor: Dave Bower, Assistant Editor: Kathy Robinson
The views expressed herein are not necessarily those of the editor nor of
the WLYC Committee.
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