
12 

DIARY DATES   

 

March 
Thursday  7th   19:30 Officer of the Day (OOD) training 

Sunday  10th   12:30 Motherôs Day Lunch by Phil  

Thursday  14th   19:30 Talk on Rules of Racing by Peter Johnson 

     Chairman RYA Racing Rules Committee   

Saturday 23rd   11:00 Fitting Out Race & Fitting Out Lunch 

Sunday  24th    12:00 Southport Town Cup 

Sunday 31st   Easter Sunday 
 

April  
Thursday  4th   19:30 Racing Season starts C1 

Saturday  6th  VCC - Race Coaching  

Sunday  7th  10:30 Sunday Racing starts A1+A2+A3 

Sunday  14th  10:30 Joint Series 1 @ WLYC + PM h/c race SSC 

Sunday  14th  10:00 Instructors / Volunteers Training Day 

Tuesday  16th  13:00 Reunion Lunch 

Saturday  20th  Xtreme Event ð road closures  

Tuesday  23rd  12:30 Lunch-Ladies Who Launch 

Tuesday 23rd  19:00 Beginners / Improvers / Social Sailing  

     every Tuesday 

Saturday  27th  08:00 Single Hander 12 Hour Race 

Sunday  28th  10:30 Joint Series 2 @ SSC + PM h/c race SSC 
 

May 

Saturday  4th  13:00 Junior Training starts 

Sunday  12th  11:00 Tidal 1 Day Event 

Saturday  18th   11:00ð16:00 Club Open Day & BBQ 

Thursday  23rd  Second race is the Ladies Race 

 
 

Next copy date: 25
th
 April 2013  

  

goldenlion@wlyc.org.uk 
Editor : Dave Bower  

The views expressed herein are not necessarily those of the editor nor of 

the WLYC Committee.  
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Fitting Out Race Saturday 23rd March at 11:00 hrs 

Followed by the Fitting Out Lunch  

The new season starts!  

Fitting Out Race  
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Commodores Comments 
 

There may be some hardy Club members who 

sail during the winter but for most, I guess, 

sailing is put on hold until the better weath-

er arrives. For the Club however this is 

probably one of the busiest times as we pre-

pare for the year ahead.  
 

The list of things to be done is seemingly 

endless. The sailing and training calendar 

has been prepared. This is no mean feat in 

itself as we try to fit in with the other lake 

users, find dates for open meetings that 

donõt clash with other Clubs events and identify suitable tides and times 

when we can sail at Ainsdale. Maintenance is being carried out on the Club 

training boats and powerboats and essential repairs completed on the trac-

tor! The Club Diary has been compiled for printing and publication at the 

end of February. Club committees have been meeting to discuss and plan 

activities during the season. Thank you to all of you who have been involved 

in this effort. Iõm looking forward to a great year on and off the water ð 

where did I put that wetsuit?  
 

The Review Group Report which was completed last year has provided the 

framework for a lot of the things that are happening at the Club at the mo-

ment. A Business committee has been established to focus on marketing, 

generating income for the Club and managing the Clubhouse. We have sub-

mitted the application to become a Community Amateur Sports Club, ap-

proved at the last AGM, and expect to receive notification of the decision 

in about four weeks. A Junior Committee has been formed to organise activ-

it ies f or  younger  Club member s. The Member ship Commit t ee has been 

strengthened in order to consider wider membership issues as well as pro-

gressing membership applications. There will also be some changes around 

the Clubhouse which I hope will be apparent as, and when, they are imple-

mented.  
 

I attended a recent RYA Workshop on the topic of ôMarketing your Clubõ. 

One of the key points to come out of the workshop was the potential bene-

fits of social media i.e. Facebook, Twitter etc. We need to make sure that 

we donõt get left behind and, where appropriate, use social media to com-
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Offshore Sailing Quiz Answers 

Competent Crew.  Securing a mooring line to a ring, hanging a fender from a guard 

rail, securing a line to a fixed object when the line is under pressure. 

Day Skipper.  The sailing vessel. (Rule 13. Any vessel overtaking any other vessel 

shall keep out of the way of the vessel being overtaken) 

Yachtmaster Offshore.  Your safest action is to tack and show your stern light to the 

ship.  This slows down the closing speed and gives both of you time to avoid a colli-

sion.  DO NOT bear away to Port! 

Yachtmaster Ocean.  Index Error. 

*  .h!¢Ih¦{9 /[9!w!b/9 *  
 

Have you stored any personal sailing gear, sails or tools in the Boat-
house? On Saturday 16

th
 March a working party will be clearing out the 

Boathouse and storeroom to create a more usable space for working on 
and storing the Club boats. Please remove any items that do not belong to 
the Club before this date. 

How do you see the role of Training Principal  
 

The role is about ensuring that we maintain a high standard of training com-

plying with the requirements of the RYA and working to ensure that we 

have the resources to deliver the training that the club requires. Also, how 

we can improve and expand our current activities.  
 

What particular skills do you think you need?  
 

You need to be enthusiastic and want to help others learn and enjoy our 

sport. The training committee has members who are instructors and mem-

bers who donõt sail, all contribute in different ways. We are looking for a 

volunteer to look after Sailability, so if anyone would like to join then please 

let us know.  
 

How do you see the training role at WLYC in terms of improving sailing 

skills for members?  
 

We have a large role to play particularly providing training for beginners, 

both Adult and Junior. Subsequently providing the RYA higher level courses 

such as Start Racing, Seamanship or Sailing with Spinnakers. In addition we 

provide powerboat training for level 1&2 and Safety Boat courses to sup-

port the clubõs sailing activity. 
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A Chat with our Training Principal  
 

Who are you and what are your current roles 

at WLYC ? 
 

Neil Croston Training Principal and a member of 

the Premises Committee.  
 

Where and when did you have your first sail-

ing experience ? 
 

My first sailing experience was in the mid 80s 

when, with a group of friends we hired a motor cruiser on the Norfolk 

Broads with a sailing dinghy as a tender, The dinghy saw a lot of use as sev-

eral rather inexperienced people tried to teach themselves to sail, usually in 

winds way beyond our capability.  
 

How long have you been a member of WLYC ? 
 

I joined WLYC in about 1999 at the instigation of Denyse, my wife, who 

thought it was time I did something other than work.  
 

Briefly describe your ôcareerõ with WLYC. 
 

I learned to sail at WLYC and gravitated towards the training team as fit-

ting with my interests. I was invited to join the committee to look after 

shore based training like First Aid. An opportunity arose to train as a pow-

erboat instructor and later to become Chief Instructor Powerboat. I be-

came Training Principal in 2012.  
 

What boat(s) do you currently sail?  
 

I currently sail a GP14 or will do when it is back in action after a dismasting. 

I have also been known to try and crew an RS400.  
 

What personal sailing achievement are you most proud of?  
 

I think my proudest personal achievement was qualifying as a powerboat in-

structor.  
 

Do you have any other hobbies  

We spend time caravanning and increasingly holidaying on the inland water-

ways in narrow boats. Our golden retriever òEllieó also takes up much of our 

time, keeping us fit with long walks.  
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municate both with our own members and with people outside the Club. Under 

the guidance of Stuart Sinclair a Facebook page has been developed for the 

24 Hour Race as a means to communicate information about the event. The 

site already has 160 ôlikesõ. There is a link from our 24 Hour website for 

those interested in having a look. There is also a WLYC Facebook page with a 

link from the main website homepage.  
 

Ian Donaldson  

Commodore 

Catering Committee  
 

The Sailing season is fast approaching so we have put a list up by the Galley 

for Volunteers to sign up for Galley Duties, please help us by volunteering. 

Galley duties are as important to the Club as Officer of the Day and Res-

cue! If you haven't done this before then please donõt hesitate to contact me 

and I can put you in touch with fellow club members.  
  

Our next event is the òFitting outó Race followed by a lunch.  Could you please 

try and sign up for the meal ahead of the day. Catering for unknown quanti-

ties is very difficult and extremely frustrating whilst over catering is costly 

to the Club. In order to ensure that 

everyone is catered for when signing up 

for events could we request that you 

note any dietary requirements i.e. 

vegi etc.  
  

This will enable everyone to be catered 

for and events will run more smoothly.  
  

Anyone wishing to join the Catering 

Committee would be most welcome, we 

are a happy gang but many hands make 

light work. Our next meeting is on 

Thursday 14 th  March at 7.45 at the 

Club. Please feel free to contact me on 

01695 575688 for further details.  
  

Many thanks  

Jayne Tickle, Chair Catering Committee  
 

Chair - Catering Committee  
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Sailing Matters  From Clive Porter 
 

With Christmas and New Year a distant memory, 

the sailing season for most of us is less than a 

month away.   
 

The main aim for the coming year is to promote 

participation in sailing whether it is racing or 

social sailing. This should have spin offs that re-

sult in a better integration of the various facets 

of the clubs activities, higher attendance at club functions and club nights 

and therefore more money spent over the bar and galley.  
 

To achieve this, the comments taken from the review questionnaires last 

year have been taken on board and various changes are going to be imple-

mented throughout the year. Below are some of the sailing initiatives;  
 

Social sailing is going to be re energised on every Tuesday evening  

for those who are novices or just want to potter about in boats with no par-

ticular interest in racing. We may even get some of the racers to come down 

and potter about, give advice and even socialise.  
 

Joint series with Southport Sailing Club is going to change  

This should encourage more participation from both sides. Below are a few 

of the items that are changing  

1.  Specific Sailing Instructions for the Joint Series.  

2.  Two fleet start sequence for all races.  

3.  Two race only format on day with open invitation to join SSC for a 

 third  race. 

4.  Host club to provide refreshments on the day  

 

Tidal racing format is going to be revised to encourage more participation.  

There will be no Tidal Series throughout the season  

1. Each day will be a Trophy Day  

2. There is to be a facility to perform land starts (similar to the Bog - 

 Hole races of recent years) if Odboy cannot be launched.  
 

Radio Controlled Lasers have been brought into the wider aspects of the 

club by being given fleet status.  

In July WLYC are hosting The first RC Laser Championship of  Nations 

(World Championship).  
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Enterprise 21766  

 

 

 

GP14 6956  

 

GP14 6956  

 

 

GP14 8805 

(Gusty)  

Laser   

 

²ŀȅŦŀǊŜǊ 

The Lake Licensee, Colin Poole will be disposing 

of several boats that have been residing in the 

Dinghy Park without Lake Licenses for many years, he will be doing this before 

the start of the season in March. He has tried to contact the last known owners 

last year and has been unable to make contact with some. The boats will be 

either sold or disposed of in an effort to recoup unpaid fees. Below are photos 

of the boats at risk, if you recognise that the boat is yours, then please pay your 

outstanding fee or take it away before he disposes of it.  

Most of the boats are not worth much except the Wayfarer which has some val-

ue; it has a white hull and brown deck.  

BOATS THAT ARE TO BE DISPOSED OF IN THE DINGHY PARK  
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A note from the new Chairman of the Membership Committee.  
 

Please Remember, you are always welcome to introduce friends to WLYC as 

guests, both to sail and socialise. Even better maybe they'd consider joining if 

it were suggested to them.  
  

The Membership Committee is here to help and to offer assistance in welcoming 

your friends and acquaintances on board.  
 

Please don't hesitate to ask us to get things moving!  
 

Rob Smallwood - Membership Chairman.  

A big welcome to our new members: -  

 

Sheila Donaldson (re -joining)  

Mark, Gill, Alex and Jonny Latham  

Matthew, Oliver and Hannah McVeigh  

Adrian Watkinson and Kathryn, Natasha and Alice 

Simpkin-Watkinson  
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 This event will take place from the 21 st -26 th  July and will attract  c o m -

petitors from US, Australia, France, Holland and Germany as well as from 

our own country with a maximum entry limit of 70 boats. We are already 

receiving entries from abroad. A number of volunteers will be required 

throughout the week to assist the OD, scoring and the galley, if you wish 

to do so please could you contact either Skip Reaser, Alan Tickle or my-

self.  
 

Throughout March there will be a number of presentations at the 

club.  

7 th  March. Officer of the Day (OD) presentation by Steve Blackburn for 

any inexperienced ODs, AODs and novice racers.  
 

14th  March 19.30, talk on 2013 -2016 Rules of Sailing by Peter Johnson 

from the RYA. Peter is the Chairman of The RYA Racing Rules Committee.  

With the latest edition of the racing rules now in print (have you got your 

copy?), This is a must for all who race, whether experienced or not. If 

you have any queries on rule interpretation, then this is your chance to 

get the advice you require.  

We have invited Southport Sailing Club, Crosby Sailing Club and Pilkington 

Sailing Club to visit  


