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Commodore’s comments
Happy New Year to you all.
I am both honoured and privileged to be
the Commodore of the club and intend to
follow on from the good work started by
Ian and his team. I would like to thank all
the committee members who have stayed
on and welcome the new committee members, and hope we can
continue to progress the aims of the club into the future.
I would like to thank especially Richard Barnes who has taken on
the role as Rear Commodore and Christine Howorth who has
taken the helm of the House Committee.
New Year’s Eve Party
The “Masked” New Year’s Eve party was an extremely enjoyable
evening enjoyed by all who attended. The music and disco was
provided by the excellent ”Michael Bublé”, the food was provided
by the ladies of the Catering Committee who cooked and created
four courses of delicious high end restaurant quality food.
2015 Season
With regard to the upcoming season, we have restructured Sunday
Racing by joining with Southport Sailing Club in hosting the racing
every alternate week. We will have our own start and SSC will
have their own start. This will enable both clubs to provide racing
every weekend, so the racing will be regular throughout the season
resulting in more boats on the water at the same time.
There will only be two events held on the sea this year, the
Boghole Trophy on the 7th June and the Regatta on the 5th July, for
both these events we have the Southport Lifeboat tractor to
provide help in the launch and recovery of our Safety Craft.
Tidal Lagoon
Last year there were several items in the local press concerning
the creation of a Tidal Lagoon at Southport that will generate
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renewable energy for the National Grid. This is part of the
government’s National Infrastructure Plan 2014 and tidal Lagoons
are high on the list of projects identified for the generation of
energy.
This is becoming a real prospect with the expected government
approval of a pilot scheme in Swansea Bay in the first quarter of
2015, on approval, work would commence in the spring 2015 and
power being delivered in 2018. There are five other similar
schemes proposed, all larger than Swansea, and one of these is
off Southport. The length of wall being proposed is 6.7 miles
starting at Ainsdale, to the site of the sand refinery at Marshside
encompassing an area of 16.2 square miles out to sea nearing the
“outer wreck”.
It would be a massive opportunity for Southport, that could
revitalise the town both in the areas of tourism, retail and visitors to
the town. It would transform our club both with the sailing
environment and club infrastructure. Also these changes would
shape what events we can and cannot hold in the future. We will
need to start to think about the future and in which direction it will
take us, as it can open doors that will enable viable national and
international events to be held within the lagoon. We can
contribute to the growth in retail and accommodation for the town
considerably if we get ourselves into the right position.
All this is early days for the Southport Lagoon but the Swansea
Bay Lagoon will or should start soon.
Fitting Out Race
By the time you read this you should have the new 2015 diary. The
season opener is the Fitting Out Race on 21st March. The race is
a general handicap race that will start at 14.30 and the supper and
prize giving at 19.30. We may even repeat the Monkhouse running
start last year from the Tower!
Clive Porter
Commodore
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John Thorougood
John was already a member of West Lancs when we joined in
the early sixties. He raced a Heron, then a club class, with his
father Norris; his uncles, Dick and Rick Atkinson were also active
members. A native of Crosby, he attended Liverpool College, on
the other side of the city, but sport , especially sailing, hockey
and rugby, always interested him more than academic prowess.
He started his career in banking in the Lloyds branch in Bold
Street, Liverpool, then managed by another club member, Pat
Healey. John graduated from the Heron to an Enterprise, Tetra,
and started sailing with Andrew Read, in both Andrew’s GP and
his Seabird Half-Rater, crewing for Andrew when he came within
a hairsbreadth of winning the GP nationals but, after an
unfortunate last day, missing out. John was also, for many
years, a member of West Lancs 24 Hour Race team, then sailing
a GP, and was a member of our winning team in 1973, as well as
representing the club in many of our successful team racing
teams.
About that time John swopped the Enterprise for a Merlin Rocket,
established as a club class in the early seventies. He and
Andrew also sailed in Sunburst, an 8 metre cruiser racer
competing in the ISORA series; delayed by vanishing winds on a
race to Howth, they spent many hours drifting off the Calf of Man
and arrived days late; on his return to the bank, some two days
late, John was presented with a paddle! He also found it was not
always advantageous to have a boss interested in the same
sport; on sick leave convalescing from glandular fever, he was
persuaded to sail with Andrew in the Menai Straits, only to be
greeted by Pat on the green at Beaumaris; Pat was glad to see
John was feeling better.
With marriage to Karen looming, the brick fund began to
consume more of his resources, and most of his sailing was in
the Seabird, at South Caernarfon and Wallasey Yacht Clubs. He
became more active at West Lancs again when Richard began
sailing an Oppie, and supported Richard with many winter
weekend trips to squad training (Richard was soon in the national
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squad), open meetings and championships. John was a member
of the Sailing Committee for many years, and served on the Club
Committee during a spell as Dinghy Captain. He commissioned
a new Enterprise from Mark Lunn, then building the fastest
boats, but Espardarte was mainly sailed by Richard, John’s
sailing being concentrated on Seabirds (although he and I did
represent West Lancs at Royal Mersey’s match racing
competition for local clubs held in their Squib class, and we
managed to lift the trophy, a print which now hangs on the
snooker room wall).
John had sensed the wrong turning taken by the banking
industry long before it, and its mis-selling practices, became
apparent to the public, and after managing several local
branches, including Lloyds in Southport, was delighted to take
early retirement when the opportunity offered. He then said he
fancied sitting on a tractor and took up a part time role mowing
the pitches at Fleetwood Hesketh Sports Club. To keep
themselves busy, he and Dave Taylor set up in partnership
(affectionately known as Pastry and Pastry) doing diy type work but at an excellent quality as a glance at our patio will confirm.
During this time, his main activity at the club was in serving on
the 24 Hour Race committee.
It was great shock to all when he suddenly collapsed in summer
2013 and was diagnosed as suffering from a brain tumour. He
undertook the prescribed treatment bravely and, in public at
least, never lost his largely cheerful demeanour. Cared for at
home to the end by Karen he sadly left us some months ago.
It is pleasing to report that Karen has accepted an invitation from
the Club committee to be an honorary member, and we look
forward to seeing her, with son Richard, and grandchildren
Sophie and Sam, at the club.
Tony and Louise Halliwell
aided by Andrew and Linda Read
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CHILDREN’S CHRISTMAS PARTY: December 2014
After a gap of approximately 8 years the Club’s Children’s
Christmas Party was re-introduced on Saturday 6 December
2014. t was attended by over 30 of the Club’s children and their
parents.
Games, music and dances were organised by Michael and
Angela Dorr who were ably assisted by Rachael Malliband and
Stuart Moss. The numerous games included ‘pass the parcel’,
‘musical statues’ and even some with a nautical theme. The
dancing led by Stuart was an impressive sight.
This game was a
competition
between 4 teams to
convert willing
participants into the
best snowman. The
snowmen had to
stand still, holding a
carrot in their
mouths, whilst
being wrapped in
toilet paper!
Meanwhile in the
galley Caroline Rimmer, aided by Sarah Dance and Nick
Malliband, prepared an
excellent party meal, the food
for which was provided by
parents through the means of a
‘Jacob’s Table’.
A magical moment came when
Father Christmas was seen
making his way across the dark
lake in a boat decorated with a
plethora of multi-coloured
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lights. The reaction from the
children in the lounge was
overwhelming and they excitedly
greeted him on his arrival.
There was then the opportunity
for each child to speak to Father
Christmas to remind him of their
requests in advance of his
Christmas deliveries.
Thank you Father Christmas for
taking time out of your busy
schedule to visit our Club’s children.
Thanks are also due to Ken, Marj
and Martin Cooper and Pauline
and Richard Birchall, and to all
those who enthusiastically
responded to help make the 2014
Christmas Party such a great
success.
Sylvia Gilland
-oOoSince this article was written we
have heard the sad news that Marj
Cooper passed away. It is fitting
that she should be mentioned in
connection with the children's Christmas party, because she was
always at the forefront when it came to the children in all the
sailing clubs that she was associated with.
She will be sorely missed by all.
Editor
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News from the membership Chairman
As we enter a new year it is appropriate to review our
membership numbers for 2014 and it is sobering to note that
during the year we lost 51 members and recruited 21, giving a
net drop of 30 members or 8% of our membership.
Our membership peaked in 2002 at 603 and since then we have
seen a steady decline in numbers. The impact that this has on
the club in many ways is very significant, effecting the vibrancy
of the club , the numbers entering races, people able and willing
to take on roles within the club and of course our subscription
income each year.
In an attempt to reverse the decline in numbers, the membership
committee recommended a significant reduction to our joining
fees and I am pleased to report these proposals where approved
at the AGM.
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All categories of membership have been reduced and to give you
an example, an import member aged 30 to 65 would have paid
a joining fee in 2014 of £167. In 2015 they will pay just £50 . A
couple joining will pay £75 and no family will pay more than
£100!
So if you know anybody who has been thinking of joining WLYC
and may have been put off by the cost, now is the time to get
them 'on board'.
The best people to promote membership are our existing
members. To assist with this , the Open day will take place this
year on Saturday 9th May and will coincide with the start of the
RYA ' push the boat out ' campaign. This will run for a whole
week this year and cover two weekends so our open day will be
on the first of the weekends. More detail to follow nearer the time
but save the date, bring friends and family along and if you are
prepared to put your boat on the water during the day and take
our guests out for a sail , please let me know.
Richard Barnes
Treasurer email address
If anyone is trying to email the Treasurer, please note that the
email address is hon.treasurer@wlyc.org.uk
This year’s membership invoices had unfortunately been issued
stating an old, no longer used, email address.
Thank you
Gill Pinch
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Almost 20 members had an enjoyable New Years day walk in The
Lake District
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Past Commodores from the Kindred Clubs enjoy an excellent
night out at West Lancs
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DIARY DATES
March
Sunday 1st
Sunday 15th
Saturday 21st
Sunday 22nd
Saturday 28th
April
Thursday
Tuesday
Friday
Saturday`

2nd
7th
10th
11th

May
Saturday 2nd
Saturday 9th
Saturday 24th
Friday
29th
Saturday 30th

RC Laser and Dragonforce
RC Laser and Dragonforce
Fitting Out Race
Fitting Out Supper
Sunday Racing Starts
Refresher Course for Training Volunteers
Thursday Night Racing Starts
Tuesday Night Sail It Starts
Basic Sailing Level 2 Starts
Junior Training Starts
New Members Cocktail Party
Novice Race Day
PUSH THE BOAT OUT
Dinghy Improvers, Better Sailing
Southport Town Cup
Basic Training Level 2 starts
Lloyd Hayes Junior Open Meeting

New Email Addresses
24.hour.race.ceo@wlyc.org.uk

membership.chairman@wlyc.org.uk

24.hour.race.secretary@wlyc.org.uk

membership.secretary@wlyc.org.uk

assistant.secretary@wlyc.org.uk

offshore.captain@wlyc.org.uk

club.hire@wlyc.org.uk

dinghy.captain@wlyc.org.uk

commodore@wlyc.org.uk

rear.commodore@wlyc.org.uk

golden.lion@wlyc.org.uk

training.principal@wlyc.org.uk

hon.secretary@wlyc.org.uk

training.secretary@wlyc.org.uk

hon.treasurer@wlyc.org.uk

vice.commodore@wlyc.org.uk

Next copy date: Sunday 24th May
Golden.lion@wlyc.org.uk
Editor: Dave Bower, Assistant Editor: Kathy Robinson
The views expressed herein are not necessarily those of the editor
nor of the WLYC Committee.
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