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As I write my ﬁrst contribu on to the Golden
Lion since becoming Commodore, I am able
to reﬂect on the ﬁrst month or so in my term
of oﬃce. Firstly, I realise what an honour it is
to have been elected as Commodore and I
recognise that I follow in a long line of
successful Commodores who have served the
Club well and have played their part in
moving the club onwards and upwards.
This of course includes our immediate past
commodore, Clive Porter who worked
incredibly hard for the beneﬁt of the club during the last two years. Clive
achieved many notable successes, but I am sure the one we will all
remember Clive’s period of oﬃce for, is the 50th anniversary of the 24hour race. What a great success that was with over 80 boats compe ng
and the club opera ng at it’s very best. On behalf of all your
fellow members Clive, we thank you for your hard work and dedica on.
The year started with a wonderful new year’s celebra on and the Social
commi2ee and Catering commi2ee did a great job, as usual. I was
carried in on a chair, as is tradi onal on these occasions and I am
pleased to report that my pallbearers suﬀered no serious long tem back
injuries.
I have since enjoyed the Burns Night supper and the hard work and
eﬀort of the Social and Catering commi2ees again made the evening a
great success. Thanks to all involved. The toast to the haggis proposed
by our President in full Sco7sh regalia and some wonderful speakers
made the evening truly memorable. I believe the poem wri2en and
delivered by Ann Rushton and Kath Hall is being reproduced in this
publica on so look out for it. Hilarious!
These social func ons at the club really are well-run and great fun. If you
haven’t supported one, or not for a while, I would encourage you to give
it a go. You won’t be disappointed.
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It was a pleasure to represent WLYC at Blundellsands SC ﬁ7ng out
dinner recently, along with Rear commodore, Jerrold Carr. By the me
of reading, we will have had our own Annual dinner and I will report on
that in the next publica on
Onto business ma2ers. I am very grateful to those members who have
taken, or retained a posi on on the Execu ve commi2ee. Hard work has
already begun planning the next two years and par cularly the ac ve
sailing season that I am sure we are all looking forward to. Look out for
the details of the ‘ ﬁ7ng out race and supper’ and please note the date
change!
I am striving to increase the proﬁle of the club locally and we have
already a2racted some press coverage, thanks to the eﬀorts of the
newly formed ‘ Marke ng and Membership commi2ee’. We will also be
embracing social media, so news of the club events and ac vi es will be
circulated on Facebook and Twi2er.
The Premises commi2ee is planning some much needed repairs to our
clubhouse roof and we are working on a rolling programme of
re-investment into premises and club equipment. There will be more on
this in future publica ons.
So, there is a great deal going on. All very exci ng and aimed at
con nuing the development of our club and providing ac vi es, on and
oﬀ the water that we can all enjoy, in pleasant and
convivial surroundings.
Richard Barnes
Commodore
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Golden Lion February 2017
Sailing Ma)ers
It’s a bright dry February morning in
between depressions racing across the
Atlan c to threaten us with gales and more
rain. The 2017 Club Handbook is almost
ﬁnished and aCer a thorough proof reading
will be oﬀ to the printers. This year some
club members and friends have been
generous in their sponsorship of the
handbook by placing adverts. The aim was
to provide an income stream to cover as much as possible the costs of
producing the handbook. I trust you’ll agree we have managed to
maintain the image and style, while keeping the content relevant,
appropriate and in a logical format. It is not an easy document to bring
together and my thanks go to all the contributors, editors, adver sers,
and proof readers, but par cularly Jules Ashworth for the professional,
ﬂexible manner in which she forma2ed the handbook contents and
artwork ready for publica on.
So what is planned for the 2017 Sailing Season? Prepara on is the key:
Sailing Commi)ee have worked hard to put together a plan that
provides fun sailing and fair racing for all. The aim is to provide
something for everyone and in the process encourage all club
members to meet and join together to produce an ac ve, safe
and friendly sailing club with a social element in all we do.
Sailing Rules for 2017 have changed as part of the 4 year cycle.
World Sailing (formerly ISAF) – the world governing body for the
sport of sailing - revises the interna onal rules every 4 years. You
can buy a copy of the RYA Racing Rules of Sailing (2017 – 2020)
from any Chandlery or Amazon for around £10, or buy the RYA
Handy Guide to Racing Rules for £4 (a simpliﬁed sketch based
guide to the rules that concentrates on the “When Boats Meet”).
Alterna vely you can download the complete Racing Rules for
Sailing document in .pdf format from the Word Sailing website
technical sec on
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h2p://www.sailing.org/documents/racingrules/index.php
and ﬁnd the download link in the RRS 2017 – 2020 sec on.
Weed in the lake is a con nuing irrita ng problem for racers in the
summer months. SeCon have tried hard to reduce the growth by
pu7ng blue die in the Marine Lake to reduce sunlight reaching
the lakebed. This hinders growth of the weed. However, if SeCon
could also increase the salinity of the lake’s waters this would
have a major reduc on in weed growth. The main
mechanism to increase salinity is to drain and reﬁll the lake once
a year and top up again during the larger spring des. For the
lake draining to be truly eﬀec ve SeCon use a sluice gate pump.
Unfortunately, this pump failed a couple of years ago, but to
mend it the pump has to be removed from the housing when the
lake is empty – ie one opportunity per year. This year the
contractors are only available over the spring des in late March.
Therefore, we have had to move the Fi7ng Out Race (see
below). We are unlikely to see beneﬁts of increasing salinity this
year but hopefully we will from 2018 onwards – a real long term
strategy.
Tidal Sailing at Ainsdale is planned on 4 Sundays between May and
the end of August. However, a major constraint is the availability
of a tractor to launch and recover the safety boats. If anyone
knows of a tractor (and driver) that we can contract for a day’s
work each me we are on the sea; please email me
vice.commodore@wlyc.org.uk or dinghy.captain@wlyc.org.uk

Principal Planned Sailing Events un/l 1 July:
Saturday 18 March - Bring your Boat Down.
In prepara on for the Season’s start move your boat to the
dinghy Park and help will be at hand to help you rig the boat
[Friday 24 March Lake Drained to Wed 29 March Lake Reﬁlled
on 10.1m des]
Thursday 30 March 19:30 – Thursday eve class racing starts.
Race A1 Followed by Buﬀet Supper
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Sat 1 April 14:30 - Fi>ng Out Race. Note the date has changed
Se on need to drain and reﬁll the lake over the spring de period
(and hopefully repair the sluice gate pump) - A 14:30 start for a
handicap trophy race followed in the evening with supper and
trophy presenta ons
Sun 2 April 10:30 – Sunday WLYC / SSC shared management Start.
Joint One Day Event 1 hosted by SSC
Tue 4 Apr onward 19:30 – RC Sailing
Weds 5 Apr onward 12:30 – Ladies who Launch. Every Wednesday
throughout the year!
Sat 8 Apr onwards 13:00 – Junior & Onboard Training Start
Thur 13 – Mon 17 Apr – Club Oﬀshore Prac/cal Sailing course.
In the Solent
Easter Sunday 16 Apr 10:30 – New WLYC Event for “Easter Egg Cup”.
3 handicap races (2 to count)
Sat 29 Apr 13:00 – “Social Saturday Sailing” begins. New sailing ini/a/ve In the summer months most Saturday a ernoons our club is
buzzing with training ac vity (both junior and adult). Therefore it
is an ideal opportunity for any club member however
inexperienced, but not involved directly with training that day, to
come down to the lake and just sail or simply enjoy a relaxing
a ernoon with friends at the club. About once per month we plan
to include informal racing to encourage all levels of sailors to have
fun and enjoy the experience of dinghy racing
Sun 14 May 10:30 – Tidal Sailing Ainsdale
TA series of 3 races (2 to count)
Sat 20 May – Push the Boat Out Club Open Day and BBQ – our
opportunity to encourage others to join our club and start sailing.
Sun 28 May 12:30 – Town Cup Pursuit Race with WLYC & SSC
followed by Diane Porter’s famous ACernoon Tea
Sun 11 Jun 11:00 – Club Rega)a Tidal racing at Ainsdale
Sat 24 Jun 08:00 – SSC 12 Hr Race
Sat 1 Jul 11:00 – Lloyd Hayes Junior Travellers
6

And that’s just the ﬁrst 3 months! There is something there for all, be
you novice or experienced sailor. Make the most of all the opportuni es
on oﬀer to make WLYC an exci ng, social and fun sailing club
Rob Pickering—Vice Commodore

AUTOMATED EXTERNAL DEFIBRILLATOR (AED)
Many of you may have no ced that we now have an AED in place in the
clubhouse. This is a valuable and highly eﬀec ve piece of First Aid
equipment and is proven to preserve life in those vital ini al minutes
aCer a life threatening incident. The unit was purchased with money
bequeathed to the club by Norah Horton, Kathy Robinson’s mum, a
member for over 50 years. This is a very generous and thoughUul giC to
the club. Thank you.
Richard Barnes—Commodore

Chain of Survival
Message from Ron Harper
As long standing members of the club, my wife Anne and I had gone to the
prize giving evening for two reasons. The ﬁrst because the prize giving is a
major event in our club year and the second to see if our son Tim, or grandsons
Ben and Gabe had won anything. They all had, which was nice for us.
As the evening was drawing to an end I no ced our President, Louise Halliwell,
walking towards the front with a piece of paper in her hand. Louise started
speaking and I heard her say something about an octogenarian sailing on their
old boat Freya of Mersey. She went on to describe the trip I had been on with
Dave Pra2 and his nephew John earlier in the year, sailing from Portugal to
Madeira, on to the Azores and back again, including the really bad weather
with heavy storms we had been through. She then announced that she was
awarding me with the Presidents Prize.
Thank you Louise – what a lovely surprise.
I knew Tim was the ﬁrst recipient of this prize and Ben and Gabe have also won
it. It has made me very proud to now have the names of three genera ons of
my family on the trophy.
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Michael Parker
Mike Parker had been sailing his Enterprise from Tommy Mann’s slip on the
Promenade side of the Lake when he joined West Lancs almost 50 years ago,
sailing with his sons in club events. With a precise scien ﬁc mind, he was soon
caught up with the 24 Hour Race scoring, and much involved with a system of
moving rolls of paper on which the laps were recorded, a roll for each class,
with the paper moving in accordance with that class’s yards ck; then, when the
average lap mes came to be calculated, the handicaps had already been taken
into account by the speed of the paper. Mike con nued his involvement with
24 Hour Race scoring during the transi on to a computer based system in the
late 70s and subsequently served as Club Secretary for several years in the
early 1980s. I took over from him, if memory serves, in 1985, and found, as one
would expect, everything in apple pie order.
ACer a few years in the background, Mike joined the Flag Oﬃcers ladder,
serving as Commodore during the club’s 1994 centenary year. It was during his
me that the club lounge was last refurbished, with new ligh ng, curtains and
furnishings completed, and with this ac vity, the Centenary celebra ons and
the launch of the club history by Roger Ryan. He had a busy two years in oﬃce,
ably supported by his wife Sheila who took charge of the Ladies Commi2ee.
Mike subsequently served as President in 2000 - 2001.
By then, Mike had taken to oﬀshore sailing, par cipa ng in several
Commodore’s cruises. On one occasion, Mike was with Terry, Derek Hook and I
taking our boat Lyonesse to the south coast. Rounding Lands End in the early
morning, Mike spo2ed a light oﬀshore. Closer inspec on showed a ﬂare on a
yacht to leeward. We sailed down and found the yacht, en route for the Scillies,
had lost her rudder with insuﬃcient radio power to raise the alarm. We
ourselves were without engine (stopped by a discarded ﬁshing net around the
prop) and felt unable to tow her upwind towards Penzance against the ebb.
Mike relayed Mayday to the coastguard, and the Sennen Cove lifeboat was
soon to her rescue, while we limped into Penzance under sail. Thanks to Mike’s
alertness another rescue was made, which can be seen recorded on the board
in Sennen Cove lifeboat house.
As the years went on, Mike’s club ac vity was increasingly conﬁned to the
snooker room and social events and, as his hitherto precise mind increasingly
lost focus, we regre2ably no longer saw him in recent years, at the club.
We send our condolences to Mike’s wife Sheila and all the family.
Tony Halliwell
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Bob Grant
We have also heard of the recent death of Bob Grant.
Although no longer a member, Bob should be remembered for the immense
amount of work that he put into the club training schemes in their early days.
This was a diﬃcult period as the RYA were learning at the same me, which
resulted in numerous ‘edicts’ coming from on high.
Bob coped with all this amazingly well and, if it wasn’t for him, we would not
have been the ﬁrst club in the North West to gain Champion Club status.
Our current training programs all owe so much to Bob.
We send our condolences to Bob’s family.
David Bower

Richard Birchall
1952 – 2017
Richard died suddenly at home on 7th February
aCer a short illness. Together with Pauline, he was
an ac ve member of WLYC having joined ﬁve years
ago. Richard sailed his Super Nova socially, mostly
on Saturday aCernoons - he and Pauline enjoyed
the bustle of the club when training was taking
place - and his gentle good humour never deserted
him, even in the early hours of the morning on safety boat duty for the 24 Hour
Race. But it was on the social side that he contributed most as a stalwart
supporter of the House Commi2ee, most memorably as Father Christmas, a
remarkable if reluctant dancer in a Michael Jackson “Thriller” spoof at
Halloween, and as a Wise Man in the 2015 Na vity Play.
He was devoted to his family and leaves behind Pauline, daughter Jennifer and
her husband Steve, son Robert, and two grandchildren Alex and Oliver. His
many friends at WLYC will miss him greatly. He was a gentle man and a
gentleman, and there can be no ﬁner tribute.
Helen Stubbs
Neal Maskrey
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Sam Cooper selected as the RYA North West Youth Champion
A ﬁCeen year old sailor from West Lancashire Yacht Club, Sam Cooper from Southport,
has been named as RYA North West Youth Champion 2017. The award is given to a
young sailor who shows outstanding performance in compe on.
Sam's recogni on follows a year in which he won the Na onal Championships in the
Topper class and came third in the World Championships. He will receive his award in a
ceremony at the RYA Suzuki Dinghy Show in March.
He began sailing when he was 'old enough to sit up in a lifejacket, about 11 months
old', according to his dad Mar n. That was following on a family tradi on as Mar n had
got into a boat at roughly the same age, and Sam's younger sister has kept it up.
From those early days he became regular crew for his dad in a GP14 dinghy and he s ll
goes out with him, but Sam started sailing by himself in an Op mist, learning skills with
the Youth Sec on at WLYC.
He then changed to the Topper class and he progressed well. In June 2015 there was a
big surprise for him during school assembly, when he was presented with a brand new
Topper by the Benjamin Gautrey Founda on. That organisa on was established in
memory of Ben, a very ac ve young sportsman from Southport, tragically killed in a
motor cycle crash during the Bri sh Superbike Championship in 2011. It was set up so
Ben's name lives on and other young people get some welcome assistance in achieving
their goals.
In his ﬁrst event in the new boat, the Irish Na onals 2015, Sam came third overall and
went on to win the Welsh Na onals in 2016. He has trained with the Topper Na onal
Squad for the past two winters
ACer winning the UK Na onals in 2016, Sam was invited to compete in the Ba2le of the
Classes Pursuit Race at the Southampton Boat Show, coming second overall, aCer just
being pipped on the line.
He was also invited to take part in the 2016 Endeavour Trophy Championship by Royal
Corinthian Yacht Club, entries en rely of na onal champions, just four days aCer his
14th birthday.
Sam intends to con nue compe ng in the Topper, and sailing with his dad, but he is
also moving into the 29er class with crew Amy Bale.
Many congratula ons to Sam on behalf of all your fellow members at WLYC
Richard Barnes
Commodore
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Request from the Hon Secretary and Hon Treasurer
When claiming a refund of any expenses you have incurred on behalf of the club please
always complete a claims form, and it is important to include the receipts.
The receipts are needed for the Treasurer to be able to claim back any VAT paid.
It’s a balancing act for the Club, between VAT being paid out or claiming it back.
Expenses claim forms are now available in the clubhouse and with Phil.
Your assistance in this is appreciated. Thank you.
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A Winter Walk Round Windermere

The WLYC winter walk, when members (all are welcome) get together for what
is generally a fairly gentle amble in the Lake District followed by a group
dinner, was held on Saturday 25th February. The occasion is very kindly
organised for us by Margaret and Roy Gambie, former club members who now
live in the Lake District.
On the way to the Lakes the forecast heavy rain started falling. The idea of
choosing to walk in the soggy wet, inevitably muddy conditions was
unappealing. After gathering for coffee the rain eased long enough to encourage
the decision to go for a shorter walk. This to be followed by tea and cakes and
watching the afternoon’s rugby match on the Gambie’s TV!
Walking first along the edge of Windermere, it was then through the busy tourist
area of Bowness, before venturing up behind the town to make a circuit. Whilst
the rain did fall at times, it was lighter than anticipated. It was great to be out in
the Lake District air.
After the tea, cakes, some wine, lots of chat and the rugby, it was just a short
walk to the hotel for a very convivial dinner. Thank you to Roy and Margaret for
organising the occasion for us and your generous hospitality.

13

A Toast to the Laddies
Given on Burns Night by Ann Rushton & Kath Hall
Accompanied by a ‘wee dram o’ the amber nectar’
Our club is like a red, red rose
That newly blooms each year
Its members the fine and hardy stems
That bears its blossoms here
This club is like a fine old boat
That creaks and groans all day
But come the night and squared aright
She looks a really pretty sight
The kitchen is the heart of it
With Phil dressed all resplendent
The beating heart that serves us well
With food and drink magnificent
My Ent is like a blue, blue rose
Full blooming jib set wide
A running full before the wind
Shrouds tensioned to the side
The men are like a blue, blue rose,
Full blooming tongues a tied
A running full the other way
(when) ‘galley’ mentioned wounds their pride
The other boats flower elegant
Tall beauties in metal lacing
Elegant out upon the lake
Whether winning or just placing
The men are like a prickly thistle
When on the start line you are facing
Shout /hail starboard, leeward, or overlap
With scant regard to rules of racing
This club is like a fine, fine boat
That sails through wind and tide
The members perch upon her decks
And often sit outside
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They gaze upon the blue, blue waves
The geese and swans adorning
And hiding weeds and eels and such
And all those men capsizing
They gaze upon the red, red face
Of Skip and Colin, maintaining
The power boats that keep us safe,
Doing nothing but complaining
My GP is like a white, white rose
Spinnaker billowing fine or raining
And transom clear out of the water
Hull flat when she is planing
The men are like a white, white rose
All sickly pale, complaining
When transoms perched around the bar,
Spill the drink that they are draining
My love it is a fine, fine boat
With sails of purest white
And I will love her all my days
And, when sailing, so you might
Her cleats are tight, her hull is bright
Shed paint keeps her topsides dry
And I will love her all my days
Even when Southport lake runs dry
For Southport lake runs dry my dears
To clear it of her follies
So ‘We’ll take a cup of kindness yet’
And dig out the supermarket trollies
So let’s raise a glass to Kit and kilts, and all the kids and bairns,
To Commodore Barnes, and West Lancs yarns,
And to the laddies.
Inspired by Robbie Burns
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DIARY DATES
March
Saturday
Saturday
Friday
Tuesday
Thursday

4th
18th
24th
28th
30th

RYA First Aid Training
Bring your boat down
to Wed 29th
Lake Drained
AED Training (RYA De-ﬁbrillator course)
Thursday evening racing starts

April
Saturday
Sunday
Tuesday
Wednesday
Saturday

1st
2nd
4th
5th
8th

Thursday
Sunday
Saturday
Saturday

13th
16th
29th
29th

Fi7ng Out Race 14:30
Sunday Racing Starts 10:30 SSC host
RC Sailing Starts 19:30
Ladies Who Launch Starts 12:30
Junior and Onboard Training Season Starts
13:00 or 15:00 depending on ability
to Monday 17th Oﬀshore Prac cal Course
Easter Sunday Easter Egg Cup Race 10:30
Saturday Social Sailing begins
and Sunday 30th RYA Dinghy Sailing
Basic Skills (Levels 1&2) 09:00 to 17:00

May
Saturday

6th

Sunday
Saturday
Sunday

14th
20th
28th

and Sunday 7th RYA Dinghy Sailing
Basic Skills (Levels 1&2) 09:00 to 17:00
Tidal Racing at Ainsdale 10:30
Push The Boat Out Club Open Day
Southport Town Cup, Open Pursuit Race 12:30
Followed by aCernoon tea with Diane Porter

Next copy date: Sunday 21st May 2017
Golden.lion@wlyc.org.uk
Editor: Dave Bower, Assistant Editor: Kathy Robinson
The views expressed herein are not necessarily those of the editor
nor of the WLYC Commi0ee.
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