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Sefton Sports Awards - 2019

Tim Harper
Sefton Sports Personality of the Year
Mike Dorr
Sefton Coach of the Year
Rob Pickering
Sefton Volunteer of the Year, runner-up
These Awards are to recognise outstanding
contributions to amateur sport in Sefton

Commodore’s Report - August 2019
Hello again to everyone.
The sun is shining and everyone is sailing. Chris and I have just
come back from 10 days cruising around the coast of Brittany
with Tony and Louise Halliwell, in their magnificent new 12m
power boat, and we return to a Club that is a hive of activity.
When I last wrote, in May, we were preparing for the Town Cup
Race and Tea Party which turned out to be the usual superb
event, awash with beautiful cakes supplied by members. At the
beginning of June we held our 125th Anniversary Regatta and
Party weekend. We had to reschedule the event due to some rather dubious weather, but
it all turned out for the best, with a marvellous sunny Sunday afternoon. We had a great
party on Saturday night and then a wonderful Regatta and a colourful sail past on
Sunday, with Victorian costumes and children’s games. Huge thanks to all who helped
over the weekend. Everyone commented that it was a lovely, inclusive, family event. It
was also the weekend that we lost a long standing member, our friend Bob Abram, who
attended on Sunday and then died at home on Monday morning. I know that he enjoyed
the day. We extend our condolences to his wife Angela and their family.
Later in June the Club was honoured with three major successes at the Sefton Sports
Awards:
Tim Harper – Sefton Sports Personality of the Year
Mike Dorr – Sefton Coach of the Year
Rob Pickering – runner-up Sefton Volunteer of the Year
The awards recognise outstanding contributions to amateur sport and all three of our
Club members deserve our congratulations. You should also be very proud of your Club,
as the awards demonstrate the importance of WLYC to sailing in the Borough and the
contribution that it makes to sport in Sefton
Sailing is in full swing over the summer. Our Juniors have had a summer of successes,
with wins in the Southport SC 12 Hour Race (Sam Cooper, Molly Nixon, Laurence and
Tom Dorr) and the Lloyd Hayes (Charlotte Cooper) with 7 of the 34 boats fielded by
WLYC. Our training youngsters sailed to fourth and fifth places at Hollingworth Lake –
many thanks to Sarah Hill, Mike Dorr, Jay Lavelle and all volunteers for their support to
them. See Jo’s article for more details.
So what else has been happening at the Club? Our membership drive continues apace
with 75 new members this year, and further prospective new members in the pipeline.
We have trained 7 adults on our weekend course and 11 adults on our Tuesday night
course, which is a great result, and our Junior training section is full. Our grateful thanks
to all the instructors and the volunteers for giving up their time to educate our new band
of sailors.
We have recently purchased a beautiful GP14, to be used for the 24 Hour Race, and to
train sailors in the art of racing, and our thanks go to Jonny Sinclair for finding an
excellent boat. We have also purchased new sails for the Club Enterprise for the 24 Hour
Race, so that we now have two competitive boats for the Race.
On the offshore front, the Club has been buzzing, and I suggest you read Rob
Pickering’s article to get the full flavour of the offshore activity. Highlights are Andy
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Bedwell’s epic circumnavigation of Iceland, Pete Ashworth’s Three Peaks Challenge
effort, ten sailors from WLYC on the Volvo 70 ‘Kraken’ in the Round the Island Race
and the exploits of Pete Ashworth (Zigzag), Andrew Hall (Jackknife), Glyn Sheffield
(Espresso Martini Too) and Charles Adams (HRT) in the ISORA Race Series, and Dun
Laoghaire Regatta. We are trying to encourage sailors into offshore pursuits, so please
don’t be shy in registering your interest with Rob. With that in mind, the 2019
Commodore’s cruise is scheduled for 29th September to 4th October on the Solent. If you
want to come along, please talk to Rob Pickering to book your berth. Rob has also just
announced an offer for the 2020 Commodore’s Cruise from either Gouvia Marina on
Corfu, or Preveza, Greece for around £800, flights and transfers included, for week of
May 2nd to Sunday May 9th (or 9th to 16th). See his separate advert for details.
We have a number of changes to the Club premises underway - led by Jerrold Carr. We
have bought a container, which is in the boat park, for storage of all 24 Hour
paraphernalia, and which will be used as our liquor store during the 24 Hour Race. This
will free up the ‘mausoleum’, which will be upgraded so that it can be used as a training
room next year, rather than a storage cupboard. We have also divided up the Committee
room (at the back of the gents changing room) so that it can be used for storage and be
accessible from both the gents and the ladies sides. We have been looking at the
renovation of the green Wall End buoy, at the entrance to the Club, and now have quotes
for shot-blasting and painting. I am currently looking at re-organising the hire of the
Club premises, with a view to marketing the package to a wider audience, in order to
boost the Club finances.
It’s good to see so many of you using the Club boats. We want to see them in use as
much as possible, particularly by those of you who don’t yet own a boat. Just a gentle
reminder, that we charge a small fee for the hire of the boats. They are a consumable,
rather like the coffee in the galley, and they have to be maintained and upgraded and
eventually replaced, so we need to ensure that they earn their keep.
And finally, the 24 Hour Race is on the 13th/14th/15th September. We are expecting
around 75 competitors this year. One of these is Toddbrook Sailing Club from Whaley
Bridge, who have been severely affected by the draining of their reservoir, due to
damage to Toddbrook dam. As a gesture from WLYC, I have offered them an additional
free place at the race, as their sailors currently have no water on which to sail. The 24
Hour Race is our big yearly Club event and we need help to make it all happen. If you
haven’t already volunteered for a duty then please contact Rob Pickering, or a member
of the Race management. If you are available to help during the week prior to the Race,
then please let them know and join the set-up crew (or the take-down crew in the
following week). Let’s make the Race a great success for our Club.

Dr Richard Stubbs
Commodore the.commodore@wlyc.org.uk
**********

Commodore’s Cruise 2019
The Commodore’s cruise is 29th September to 4th October on the Solent.
All welcome. No experience necessary.
If you want to come along, contact Rob Pickering to book your berth.
offshore.captain@wlyc.org.uk
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Sailing Matters - August 2019
Hello and welcome to the
Summer edition of Sailing Matters.
I’m writing this article from more tropical climes; a
hammock on the beach of the Pacific coast of Costa Rica.
No sailing so far despite best efforts, but an abundance of
wildlife; green turtles, sloths, iguanas, monkeys and
caimans. Note to self....diarise future Golden Lion copy
dates before going on holiday !
June and July are busy months in the sailing calendar, both here at West Lancs
and on waters further afield. Our Juniors continue to do us proud, with 2 teams
entering the 6 Hour race at Hollingworth Lake, in RS Fevas, finishing 4th and
5th overall. We entered 2 Enterprise teams in the Junior 12 Hour Race at SSC
and finished a fantastic 1st and 6th place. Congratulations to all involved!
Continuing with the Juniors, we hosted the Lloyd Hayes Trophy at the end of
June, which saw some 30 visiting juniors compete on the Marine Lake in warm,
sunny conditions with a light breeze. Charlotte Cooper saw off the visitors and
won the Lloyd Hayes Trophy sailing her Topper 4.2 - well done Charlotte!
Our Club’s 125th Anniversary celebrations took place at the start of June, with
Tony Halliwell winning the 125th Anniversary handicap race, and visiting boats
competing in our Open Event. The sail-by was a magnificent sight, with boats
decorated in bunting and battle flags, and it was great to see the 96 year old
Seabird Half Rater, sailed by the Read family, out on the lake. The Juniors had
fun building rafts and racing between different ‘countries’ to collect bounties of
gold, sugar, rum and tea, while fighting off pirates!
Adult training on Tuesday evenings continues to be very popular with our newer
members, now well progressed through their RYA training. It’s fantastic to see
so many people new to sailing developing their skills and enjoying being out on
the water; I hope it’s something you continue to enjoy for many years to come.
Away from home, West Lancs members have had some brilliant results, with
Steve Blackburn finishing 2nd in the Streaker Nationals and 3rd in the Enterprise
Masters. Tim Harper won both the Flying Fifteen Scottish Areas and Sonata
National Championships. The Enterprise Nationals at Mounts Bay are taking
place as I write this, with Steve Blackburn, Gabe Hill and Lawrence Dorr
representing WLYC. There has also been lots of activity offshore, please see the
Offshore Captain’s report later on in this edition for more details.
4

The 24 Hour Race is fast approaching (Saturday 14th /Sunday 15th September)
and we are pleased to have been able to purchase a Club GP14. This will
complement our Club Enterprise and we will be entering 2 teams into the event.
The GP Team are currently putting the new boat through her paces. The 24
Hour Race is our flagship event attracting clubs from all over the UK. There are
lots of opportunities to get involved with helping, both over the weekend of the
race and pre and post the event, with the site set up and clear up. We will be
looking for lots of volunteers to help. Please get involved, it’s a great
opportunity to meet other members and feel part of the Club and this great
event.
Anyway, that’s it from me….my Pina Colada has just arrived! I hope you have
a relaxing summer with lots of sailing.
Jo Henderson
Vice Commodore
Head of Sailing

**********

WHITEHEAD BOWL - GOLF

‘Save the Date’
The Whitehead Bowl 2019 will be played at
Ormskirk Golf Club on Friday 20th September First tee 11.15 hrs.
The Competition is open to all Club Members with a golf handicap.
Contact Ted Southworth:
tedsouth@talktalk.net
West Lancs Yacht Club is celebrating its 125th Anniversary.
A couple of our members will soon be celebrating their 100th birthday.
Jean Binks is 100 in October this year.
Edith Wilson is 100 in February next year.
We wish them good health to receive their special message from the Queen.

24 Hour Race
Saturday 14th and Sunday 15th September

Please Remove All Boats and Trailers From
the Dinghy Park
by Sunday 8th September at the latest. Thank you.

Can you help at the 24 Hour Race?
For most roles no experience is necessary.
Contact Rob Pickering rob@mfsailing.co.uk
5

Sefton Sports Awards - 2019
Three of our Club members were nominated for Sefton Sports Awards. These
awards aim to recognise outstanding achievement or contribution in amateur
sport across the Borough of Sefton. At the Awards Dinner, held in the Floral
Hall at the end of June, all three were successful in their respective categories,
with two scooping major prizes.
The awards are:
Tim Harper – Sefton Sports Personality of the Year
Mike Dorr – Sefton Coach of the Year
Rob Pickering – runner-up Sefton Volunteer of the Year
These awards are very prestigious within Sefton and represent three things for
the Club. Firstly, they recognise the outstanding contributions to sport of the
three individuals, and we extend our congratulations to them all. Secondly, they
recognise the hard work and professionalism of WLYC members in contributing
to the success of these individuals. Thirdly, the awards demonstrate the
pre-eminence of WLYC within the Borough and the outstanding contribution
that it makes to the sport of sailing in Sefton and beyond. Everyone should feel
proud of their fellow Club members, and of the Club.
Dr Richard Stubbs
Commodore

**********

RC Racing is on
Tuesday evenings and most
Sunday mornings
From late September
Tuesday RC Racing is in the
afternoon, at 14.00

Ladies Who Launch
are now encouraging the Lads to
join them, messing about in boats
on the water each Wednesday
from 11am. All welcome.
Sailing continues over the winter
time, weather permitting.

Tuesday evening Sail It
training and practice
sessions are popular.
A social supper is
available afterwards.
Continues until the end of August.
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125th Anniversary Regatta
What an absolutely fabulous
weekend we had for the 125th
Anniversary Regatta.
A great party on Saturday night
and a marvellous Open Meeting
and Regatta on the Sunday.

Taking part in the Sail Past
120 year old Seabird Half Rater - Cormorant
with 3 generations of the Read family on board

The Regatta raft race was for the first team to bring back goods and treasures
from ‘lands around the world’ to present to Queen Victoria (Sue Jones). Nations
(boats) were stationed around the lake, the rafters raced to reach them. Rum
came from Barbados, but there were pirates waiting with cutlasses and water
guns to assail the trading rafters. From India there was tea, from Australia there
came gold, from Africa it was coffee, and from Jamaica, sugar. All rafts safely
returned, although some paddlers mutinied on the way back, choosing to swim
and push their raft back to shore. Queen Victoria judged the cake competition,
saying she enjoyed the tasting. A traditional Punch and Judy show was put on by
Richard and Chrissy. They entertained us all, with ‘Magic Mike’ saving the
baby sailor from the crocodile.
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24 Hour Race 2019
Saturday 14th to Sunday 15th September
With the 53rd 24 Hour Race just around the corner, August and early September
at the Club become increasingly busy, as we prepare for our premier event of the
year. As I type on 20th July, we already have 57 teams entered. While we are
still waiting for more University teams to commit to the event, the overall
numbers are better than recent years at this stage.
Throughout the week, starting Monday 9th till Friday 13th September, working
parties will be busy preparing the Club (including dinghy and car parks) for the
event. They will appreciate any help you can offer, so if you are able, please
don’t hesitate to pop down any time you can during the working day (Monday –
Friday). However, what is essential is clearing the dinghy park to make room
for the marquees etc. All boats and trailers in the dinghy park need to
be removed on Sunday 8th September at the latest. Your assistance with
this is appreciated.
But it is not just about the site preparation there are many jobs that need
completing during the race itself. Listed below are the departments looking for
volunteers (Club members, family and friends all welcome); all are essential
components to make this a successful and safe weekend.
Bars
There are 2 bars: the normal Club bar plus a bar in the event Main Marquee.
We need bar staff for Friday evening and throughout Saturday, plus some
of Sunday.
The points of contact are:
Main Club Bar: Phil Lyndsay – Club Steward 01704 530840
Marquee Bar: Bryan Marshall – bryangailmarshall@gmail.com
Catering
We are planning to provide meals and snacks for Friday evening from the
Club Galley till 11pm, then continuously from early breakfast Saturday till
3pm Sunday in the Main Marquee. Roles include: food preparation, helping
in the servery, taking payments.
Point of contact: Mark / Stella Pettifer – yetistella@live.co.uk
First Aid
With so many Club members who are either medical professionals, or have
First Aid Emergency First Responder qualifications, we provide our own
First Aid cover for the event; however, we are always looking for others
who have medical or First Aid Training to join the team.
Point of Contact: Dr Ian Hughes – hon.secretary@wlyc.org.uk
Please Remove Your Boat from the Dinghy Park by Sunday 8th September
Information
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The Information team are the first point of contact with the competitors and
visitors; the office is open from Friday midday till late, then from early
Saturday till about 10pm, then early Sunday until mid afternoon.
Point of Contact: Sue Porter – sue22102@gmail.com
Patrol Boats - Helms & Crews
An essential feature of any dinghy racing event is safety on the water. This is
achieved using patrol boats: RIBs & Rigiflex craft, with qualified helms,
assisted by selected crews.
Point of Contact: Skip Reaser – skip.reaser@yahoo.co.uk
Scoring & Observing
The 24 Hour Race scoring is automated through a system of linked, but
independent, computers; however, the lap information is entered manually
by observers through a simple keyboard. It is these “Observers” we need.
They are organised in 4 shifts to cover the whole race (midday Saturday to
midday Sunday)
Point of Contact: Steve Caldecott stevecaldy50@gmail.com
Scutineering.
Throughout the race, teams are allowed to use a docking area to change crews
and repair damaged dinghies. The management of this restricted area is
overseen by the “Scrutineers” – again from midday Saturday till midday
Sunday
Point of Contact: Jim Gummerson – jim.gummerson@btconnect.com
Site Preparation.
From Monday 9th September onwards we need volunteers to help build the
site. While any DIY skills are welcome, we also need movers, shifters,
cleaners, painters etc. not necessarily all week, but whenever you are able,
to join the team when you can (generally during the day). The aim is to
have the site preparation essentially completed by the Thursday evening
(with Friday morning left for specialist tasks and final race set up).
Competitors start arriving in earnest from Friday afternoon.
Point of Contact: Rob Pickering – 24.hour.race.head@wlyc.og.uk
Site Maintenance.
Once the event is underway, we need a small team of people to provide routine
site maintenance, and the first response in the event of a system failure.
Point of Contact: Rob Pickering – 24.hour.race.head@wlyc.og.uk
Please don’t hesitate to be involved, but also take time to relax and enjoy the
spectacle on the water and the entertainment ashore. It’s a fabulous event that
puts West Lancs YC on the map. Let’s all ensure it stays that way and
participating clubs/competitors continue to return year on year.
Rob Pickering Head of 24 Hour Race Committee & Event Manager
rob@mfsailing.co.uk
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New Club Bye-Law

No dogs inside the Clubhouse please
(except assistance dogs)
The Committee has recently added a Club Bye-Law prohibiting dogs,
other than Assistance Dogs, from entering the Clubhouse.
Your cooperation is much appreciated.
Ensuring that everyone can safely enjoy the activities our Club provides
is of the highest importance and the Committee frequently reviews our
policies and procedures in the light of guidance from the RYA and
advice on best practice from a variety of sources.
Ian Hughes
Hon Sec

Welcome to New Members
John, Fiona and Kristian Barker
Maisie Beck (daughter of Carl)
Russell, Madeleine, Xander and Rory Bird
Isabella Blackburn (daughter of Richard)
Tim Deacon
Paula Gilchrist
Paul Johnson
Yvonne McCulloch and Omar Qureshi
Linda Postance (wife of Mal)
Linda Read (re-joining, wife of Andrew, mother/mother-in
-law/ of Fiona and Greg, grandmother of William and Hettie Skelton)
Dean Rotheroe
Stan and Sue Sugden
Janet Williams
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Bob Abram
Bob became interested in sailing whilst
working as a teacher of craft at the local
school in Tarleton. He was involved with
the
Lancashire
Schools
Sailing
Association, taking groups of children to
Tower Wood Outdoor Education Centre
on Windermere.
Bob’s first boat was a GP14, which he sailed on Windermere and Coniston.
Getting more adventurous and gaining offshore sailing qualifications, he
acquired a 23ft Tucker yacht, Scamp. His wife Angela, fearing she might
otherwise be ‘left behind’, went to evening classes to gain her own offshore
qualifications. There she met John Neil, a member of West Lancs. This led to
Bob and Angela joining West Lancs in 1982. Bob enjoyed participating in
several of the Commodore’s cruises, to the western islands of Scotland, around
Wales, and the Scilly Isles. During this time he acquired a D6, called
Deranged, from another Club member. There were also trips with the family to
the Menai Straits and around Anglesey, or up to Scotland. More recently Bob
acquired a large RIB, which could be towed. They trailed it to Scotland, or
wherever, to go on day trips around the islands, or up rivers. Locally it was a
little jolly on the river Douglas, or across the bay to Lytham.
Having trained as a metal worker, then working as a craft teacher, Bob’s skills
were very much in demand around the Club. He, along with others, fixed up
the big Wall End buoy, the one that sits on the Marine Drive above the
Clubhouse. At 24 Hour Race time he was always helping with the many tasks
involved in setting up and later clearing of the site. There are things to make,
things to fix, and Bob was always in the midst of it all. Then during the Race
itself, he and John Neil were regularly on breakfast duty, cooking the bacon
and eggs. Bob was chief egg fryer, cooking over 240 eggs, to go alongside the
numerous pounds of bacon that John prepared for the hungry sailors.
In more recent years on Club nights Bob could usually be found playing
snooker. Sunday afternoons would find him with some of the more senior
Club members, sharing a glass or two and putting the world to rights. Bob was
also known as the Bell Polisher. The brass ships bell by the lakeside is always
shiny, because Bob polished it regularly.
Having attended the Club’s 125th Anniversary Regatta on the Sunday, Bob
died peacefully sitting in his garden at home on the Monday. His presence at
the Club is much missed by his many friends. Our thoughts are with Angela,

their children Simon and Sue and their families.
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Commodore's Cruise
North Ionian Sea
2nd - 9th May 2020
Base:

Gouvia Marina, Corfu,
or Preveza on the Greek Mainland
Flights: Manchester to Corfu / Preveza
To wander around the Ionian Islands of Greece under sail and in the sun is a
privilege. Local village harbours are home to welcoming local people,
multi-coloured fishing boats and above all, wonderful tavernas.
The aim is to put together a small flotilla for a week of relaxed, social sailing.
No previous experience necessary - the hope is to encourage on to the seas those
who have not ventured offshore before. While the skipper needs to have RYA
Day Skipper, or an ICC the remainder of the crew need not have any experience.
Price £695
(assumes 4 berths booked on a 36ft yacht)
including VAT, but add £80 / Yacht Collision Damage Waiver
Price includes: return flights, transfers, harbour fees, fuel, dinghy,
linen / towels +
Interested?
Contact Rob Pickering offshore.captain@wlyc.org.uk asap

**********
Ullswater Cruising Weekend
15th/16th June
A much anticipated weekend sailing on Ullswater had to be changed to a
walking weekend. The weather forecast was little wind, with strong gusts and a
high percentage chance of rain. The campers cried off, not surprisingly. Five
intrepid sailors took to hiking around Ullswater lake instead. It was seven miles
walking alongside the lake, from Glenridding round to Howtown, quite a trek.
Then the ferry back to Glenridding. We had rain and sunshine, and rain and
sunshine, then more rain and finally sunshine for the rest of the afternoon. We
did see sailing boats out on the water, but the dinghies were never far from
‘home’. When the rain squalls passed through we were very glad we were not
stuck out on the water. Saturday evening’s dinner in a pub was followed by a
game of Rummikub. Never heard of it? It’s great fun.
Sunday morning we went up on the fells above the pretty village of Askham. It
was a bit of a history lesson, with the ancient stone circle, a burial chamber, and
the Roman ‘street’ - the old track across the hilltop.
Let’s try Ullswater cruising again next year, when hopefully it’s a sailing event.
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Offshore Logbook August 2019
What a busy, successful and rewarding June and July for the
Offshore sailors at the Club.
Cruising.
Tony and Louise Halliwell are making the most of their
motor cruiser (Marex 375 - Elke) and are cruising the
coasts, rivers and canals of Brittany.
Dave Pratt has sailed his yacht (Male 46 Sloop - Shimna of
Poole) back to Liverpool from Lagos, Portugal. He left Lagos on 4th July,
having called in at Cascais, Baiona, then Corunna (where Bob Willetts joined
him). He crossed the Bay of Biscay and, following a brief stopover in the Isles
of Scilly, continued up the Irish Sea and arrived in Liverpool Marina on 21st
July. He intends to move Shimna to Largs in Scotland later in August.
In late June Andrew Bedwell continued his circumnavigation of Iceland. He
admits that with the strong winds and huge seas, the final leg from Iceland back
to UK was the most physically and emotionally demanding. Overall, he
collected over £3000 for the PTA of St Cuthbert’s School Halsall; among other
projects the proceeds will be used to develop adventure playground equipment
at the school.
Hot off the Press: Andr ew has just bought a Cor sair F28R (Tr i-maran)
currently she is at Wisbech and Andrew intends to berth her at Whitehaven.
Fortunately, the Corsair is foldable and fits on a trailer; accordingly, Andrew
intends to tow her by road across to the Lake District.
Anybody want to buy a Mini-Transat?
Offshore Racing.
ISORA Race 7 (Dun Laoghaire to Dingle – 270nms). J ackknife (Andr ew
Hall) led the pack for much of this long race along the east and south coasts of
Ireland, but unfavourable winds later in the race meant, after correction for
handicaps, Jackknife came in 2nd in the IRC Class 0 fleet.
3 Peaks Yacht Race. Pete Ashwor th, Mike Picker ing and Phil Lees, plus 2
renowned fell runners (John Hunt & Lawrence Eccles) onboard Zig Zag,
competed in the 3 Peaks Yacht Race, from Barmouth to Fort William, via
Caernarvon and Whitehaven, plus runs up Snowdon, Scafell and Ben Nevis. It
is a gruelling and challenging race for the yacht crew and runners alike. This
year the conditions were particularly demanding both at sea and on the
mountains. In the end the John & Lawrence were the fastest runners and won
the “King of the Mountains Trophy”. Further, despite several serious problems
with the yacht sails and rigging, Zig Zag was 2nd overall. Well done Zig Zag.
Pete also used the event to raise awareness of Amyloidosis - a group of rare,
serious conditions caused by a build-up of an abnormal protein called
“Amyloid” in organs and tissues throughout the body. Pete raised £1320 for the
little-known charity “National Amyloidosis Centre” at the Royal Free Hospital,
London. Thank you all for your generous support.
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Round the Island Race. In late J une ten WLYC sailor s joined a Volvo
Open 70 “Kraken” (formerly “Telefonica Black”) for the Round the Island
Race. With over 1500 other yachts competing in the 60nms race the event
was spectacular. With light easterly winds the race was slower than many
had hoped; indeed, half the fleet didn’t finish. However, team WLYC did
cross the line in plenty of time to celebrate that evening in Cowes.
th
100 Midnight Race Liverpool – Douglas Isle of Man (ISORA Race 8).
Three yachts with WLYC members on board competed in the 100th edition
of the historic Midnight Race: Jackknife (Andrew Hall), Espresso Martini
Too (Glyn Sheffield) and Zig Zag (Pete Ashworth). All did commendably
well in a close fought race in strong winds. Jackknife took line honours by
crossing the line first, but, after corrected times was 5th in IRC Class 0;
Espresso Martini Too, having crossed the line in third position, was 8th on
corrected time in Class. However, Zig Zag was 1st in IRC Class 2 – a good
result for Pete, as this was his first Midnight Race as Skipper.
ISORA Race 9 - Douglas to Dun Laoghaire. As a total change fr om the
Midnight Race, Jackknife, Espresso Martini Too and Zig Zag raced from
Doulas to Dun Laoghaire, in light and reducing airs! Jackknife was 1st and
Espresso Martini Too 3rd. They were fortunate to cross the line before the
wind died completely!
Volvo Dun Laoghaire Regatta. WLYC wer e well r epr esented in the
impressive (500 + yachts & dinghies) Volvo Dun Laoghaire Regatta, with
HRT (Charles Adams) joining Jackknife, Espresso Martini Too and ZigZag.
The regatta started particularly well for HRT with a 2nd and 1st in the first
two races, but then disaster struck when the rudder became detached and
disappeared into the depths of Dublin Bay (the rudder not HRT)! However,
HRT’s crew negotiated upgrades, and for the remainder of the regatta sailed
with Espresso Martini Too and Zig Zag. Overall in the IRC Coastal A Class
Espresso Martini Too was 4th and Jackknife 6th. In IRC Coastal B, having
retired due to light winds in 2 of the 4 races, Zig Zag was 11th overall.
ISORA 11 (Dun Laoghaire to Pwllheli). With Espr esso Mar tini Too
already back in the Solent, on Saturday 27th July Jackknife and Zig Zag
joined a fleet of 15 yachts to race from Dun Laoghaire via Bardsey Sound
to Pwllheli. Jackknife timed the arrival at Bardsey to perfection and passed
through with the ‘sound’ at over 10kts over the ground; then went on to win
the race. Being a slower yacht Zig Zag (Pete Ashworth) was 3 hours later at
Bardsey and had to negotiate the ‘sound’ in far from favourable conditions,
with the peak of the foul tide running against her.
Overall what a busy and successful 2 months for our offshore sailors and the
season is not yet finished – Andrew Hall has entered Jackknife for the Fastnet
Race star ting on Satur day 3 August, and the last of the ISORA ser ies is
Pwllheli to Dun Laoghaire on Saturday 7 September. The overall result of the
ISORA series depends on that race, and Jackknife is certainly in a strong
position to win the IRC Class! Fastnet Update: they’re now safely back in
Plymouth - sails shot!
Rob Pickering Offshore Captain 28th J uly
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DIARY DATES
August
Saturday 17th
Thursday 29th

Tidal A (Ainsdale) 7, 8, 9 Briefing 10.30
S1 + S2 19.30

September
Sunday 1st
Thursday 5th
Sunday 8th
Saturday 14th
Sunday 15th
Friday 20th
Saturday 21st
Saturday 28th
Saturday 28th
Sunday 29th
Sunday 29th to
Friday 4th October

Southport Lifeboat Pursuit Race at SSC 11.00
S3 + Buffet Supper early start 19.00
Air Show BBQ 12.30

24 Hour Race weekend
Whitehead Bowl Club Golf Competition
Ormskirk Golf Club 11.15
Autumn 1 + 2 15.00
No Junior Training All day and evening wedding at the Club
Waterside Lodge Sea Cadets Regatta
Waterside Lodge Sea Cadets Regatta
Commodore’s cruise on the Solent

October
Saturday 5th
Sunday 6th
Saturday 12th
Saturday 19th
Sunday 20th
Saturday 26th
Sunday 27th
Sunday 27th

Inter-Club Trophy Event
Inter-Club Trophy Event
Club Lake District Walk Meet at 10.00 at Lindeth Howe hotel
Brasiliero Junior Race Day 13.00
RC Sailing Open 10.15
Monkhouse Cup end of season race 14.30 and Supper 19.00
BST ends
RC Sailing End of Season Race 11.00

November
Sunday 3rd
Saturday 9th
Saturday 23rd

November Plate at SSC
Club 125th Anniversary Dinner - Formal Dress
Prizegiving Supper 19.00 for 19.30

December
Tuesday 3rd
Saturday 7th
Tuesday 10th
Tuesday 31st

RC Club Racing 14.00
Family Christmas Party 15.00
AGM 20.00
New Year’s Eve Ball

Next copy date: Sunday 3rd November 2019
golden.lion@wlyc.org.uk
Editor: Kathy Robinson, Assistant Editor:
The views expressed herein are not necessarily those of the editor
nor of the WLYC Commi!ee.
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