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Commodore’s Report - November
Hello to you all. I know that it’s November and you are
all huddled by roaring fires drinking mulled wine, but it’s
been a busy last few months at the Club ….. So let’s all
close our eyes and let our minds drift back to the heady
days of summer, when anything and everything seemed
possible.
In celebration of our offshore sailors, last Saturday Pete
Ashworth, with Rob and Mike Pickering, collected an
award for the Peak Performers Team, second overall, in
the June ‘Three Peaks Yacht Race’ in Pete’s boat Zigzag
(see Offshore report for more details). Congratulations to you all … so many trophies
on Facebook … you must have borrowed some from other competitors!
After a successful Airshow barbeque (many thanks to Maria and the Social Team)
the time came for the 2019 24 Hour Race. Grateful thanks to all of those who helped
during setup week to put the site together. Rob Pickering soon realised that I was best
kept out of the way, while others did important tasks, and set me to painting a mural
on the wall. This occupied me for most of the week and prompted many Rolf Harris
quips …. ‘Can you tell what it is yet?’ There were 74 Clubs competing in all, and the
race was a very sociable and enjoyable weekend. The Saturday was a glorious sunny
day and everyone sat outside and soaked up the sunshine. Overnight the wind blew in
and the rescue boats were kept busy righting capsized teams, with several retiring.
When the winds cleared on Sunday, the WLYC Enterprise Team came an excellent
3rd and the WLYC GP14 Team, with a new (to us) dinghy debuted in a creditable 4th
place. Well done to both teams in upholding the honour of the Club. The event is
held in high regard by the clubs who attended and many people expressed their
appreciation to me for the work done by WLYC in hosting the Race. Well done to
Rob Pickering and the 24 Hour Race Committee for their hard work throughout the
year, and to all of the WLYC volunteers who made the event run so smoothly.
Following the 24 Hour Race, eight intrepid mariners made their way to the Solent for
the annual Commodore’s Cruise, organised by the indefatigable Rob Pickering. We
battled the high seas in two 37 foot yachts, taking in the sights of such far off ports as
Cowes and Portsmouth, much of this with new member Yvonne McCulloch lashed to
the helm. The week was concluded with a very high-class Commodore’s Cocktail
Party, at which one attendee (who shall remain nameless) managed to spray many of
the crew with a rather tasty pink negrini (see elsewhere for details). Rob has
organised the 2020 Commodore’s Cruise in Greece in May. We already have four
boats taking part, but if there are any of you who are interested in joining us then
please contact Rob.
The end of the Cadet and Junior season was completed by the Brasiliero race which
was well attended, with excellent conditions. Charlotte Culshaw won the Onboard
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Fleet, Finlay Henderson won the Beginner Fleet, Henry Burton won the Intermediate
Fleet and Dylan Hurst won the Advanced Fleet. Well done to all of you!
The end of the racing season was heralded by the Monkhouse Cup Race. It appeared
that the Race was going to distinguish itself by being sailed in a dead calm, but a
short postponement allowed the wind to fill in and resulted in an entertaining Race,
followed by an evening supper enlivened by camaraderie and friendship. Jonny
Sinclair and son William were the race winners in a Mirror dinghy, with the
Monkhouse Challenge Cup awarded to Neil MacKenzie and Ian Hughes. The
Optimist Trophy went to Jamie Lovett-Grace, the Junior Ship’s Bell to Dylan Hurst
and the Farrington Trophy to Henry Burton and Luka Hesketh.
Turning attention to non-sailing matters, we held a Special General Meeting to
simplify the Club Membership Classes and simplify the membership rules. This
prompted thoughtful debate, but I am pleased to report that, unlike our arguing MPs,
we were able to come to agreement. Your invoices for next year should drop on the
mat in early December, before you’ve spent all of your money on Christmas presents.
We have instigated a new ‘Easy Fundraising’ initiative which allows you to nominate
WLYC for a reward when you buy goods online e.g. buy a television from John
Lewis and they donate 1% of the purchase price to WLYC. As we are coming up to
Christmas, this is a perfect time to contribute through this scheme and swell the
Club’s coffers. See elsewhere in Golden Lion for details.
The 125th Anniversary Dinner was a great success. Many thanks to Tony and Louise
and their team for all their hard work. The food was delicious, the décor exceptional,
with menus containing a potted history of the Club’s 125 years that, along with the
special coasters, make perfect souvenirs of the occasion. As mentioned on the Club
Facebook page, it was like a huge family gathering, with some faces not seen for a
long time mixed in with those we see more often.
The Prize Giving last Saturday was another excellent evening. Well done to Jo
Henderson, Head of Sailing, for organising the trophies and presentation. Many
thanks also go to Christine and the team for the delicious food.
On the social scene there is still the Children’s Party and New Year’s Eve Dinner and
Dance to come in 2019. Please put your names down for these events on the sign-up
sheets, to avoid disappointment.
Please remember the Club’s AGM is on Tuesday 10th December at 20.00.
Finally, may I take this opportunity to wish you all a Happy Christmas and an even
Happier New Year. We’ll see you all at WLYC in 2020 (if not sooner).
Dr Richard Stubbs
Commodore
the.commodore@wlyc.org.uk
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Sailing Matters - November 2019
Hello and welcome to the final edition of
Sailing Matters for 2019. I can’t believe another
season is over. Last night (23 November) we held our annual
Prizegiving event, it was great to see the evening so well
attended, especially by some of our Junior members and their
families who were attending for the first time. Nearly 100
prizes were awarded, recognising achievements both on and
off the water, and both home and away. It was also an evening
where we recognise and express thanks for the contributions
that our members make to the running of the club.
I can’t recount all the achievements of our members this year and many of them are
either covered elsewhere in this edition of the Golden Lion, in previous editions or
on Facebook. Here are a few of the 2019 trophy winners (by no means exhaustive),
congratulations to them all.
Commodore’s Cup – for Outstanding Contribution to the Club – Ian Hughes
President’s Prize – for Outstanding Achievement – Andrew Bedwell - Icelandic
Challenge
Charles Oliver Trophy – for the helm with the Most Meritorious Performance in
other waters or within WLYC - Peter Ashworth, 3 Peaks Race
GC Pearce Cup– for the crew with the Most Meritorious Performance in other
waters or within WLYC - Tim Harper
Phoenix Marine – Junior helm with the highest placing in a National Championship
- Sam Cooper
Vera Dixon – GP14 helm with the best performance at Open meetings outside of
Southport - Jonny Sinclair
Fleetie Holden Salver – Helmswoman with the season’s best racing performance Charlotte Cooper
Novice Cup – Gordon Culshaw
Those of you who attended the Prizegiving will be aware that this year a decision
was made not to award the Diver’s Helmet. Over the years this trophy has attracted
an increasingly negative reputation and indeed on occasion has even deterred sailors
from racing, the exact opposite from what we are aspiring towards. The Diver’s
Helmet has therefore had a year off and will be rightfully repositioned as the
Season’s ‘Endeavour Trophy’ to be presented again in 2020.
The Monkhouse Cup, the last race of the season took place on 26th October. After a
postponement due to the lack of wind, racing got underway with a pleasing number
of boats out on the water. Winners of the Monkhouse Challenge Cup were Stuart
MacKenzie and Ian Hughes sailing a GP. Due to a computer error with Portsmouth
Yardstick, there is a correction to announce re the winners of the Ship’s Log for the
overall winner of the Monkhouse Cup. Jonny and William Sinclair in their Mirror
were victorious, the trophy was represented at the Prizegiving.
The Juniors held their annual trophy day on 19th October competing for the
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Brasileiro Trophy, which was kindly donated by former West Lancs member Dougie
Hague. Dougie was so impressed with the junior sailing and training that he saw
going on at the Club, he left a legacy to support it.
The Juniors are divided into 4 fleets depending on experience. The 2019 winners
were as follows:
Onboard Fleet (for those new to sailing): Char lotte Culshaw
Beginner Fleet: Finlay Hender son
Intermediate Fleet: Henr y Bur ton
Advanced Fleet: Dylan Hur st
Some 40 Juniors have taken part in Junior training this year, of which 10 were brand
new to the sport. 20 adults have achieved their RYA Levels 1 & 2. We have run 2
Powerboat courses, 1 Dinghy Instructors course and 2 RYA First Aid courses. It’s
been a busy and successful year!
Preparations are well underway for planning the 2020 programme of sailing events.
Saturday afternoon racing will continue in 2020 with the series scored as handicap
racing as opposed to class, and the series shortened slightly to make qualification
easier. Tidal racing has been scheduled and, fingers crossed, we have a beach team
lined up to support. The popular Tuesday evenings Sail-It, and the rebranded ‘Lunch
Time Launch’ on Wednesdays, will also continue.
All the events we run here at West Lancs’ are totally dependent on the goodwill and
dedication of our members. Without you none of this would be possible. I’d like to
thank everyone for their contributions this year……and also to encourage as many of
you as possible to get involved when and where you can….Many hands make light
work. And on that note…… we are looking for a new Sailing Secretary…….all
applications gratefully received!
Hope to see you out on the water next season, if not before!
Jo Henderson
Vice Commodore, Head of Sailing
24 Hour Race
GP14 Team
4th place overall

24 Hour Race
Enterprise Team
1st Enterprise
3rd place overall
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West Lancs Lake District Walk - October

After gathering for coffee at the Lindeth Howe Hotel in Bowness, our walk this year
took us across Lake Windermere to the western shore. It was a short walk downhill
from the hotel to the chain ferry. The weather was gentle by Lake District standards.
Starting with a shower, it dried up, with glimpses of sunshine peeking through,
creating a glorious double rainbow as we were crossing the lake on the ferry. Then it
was uphill towards Far Sawrey and beyond. This is Beatrix Potter territory, but sadly
we didn’t have time to call in on this occasion. Up hill and down dale we had our
lunch break sitting above pretty Moss Eccles Tarn. A light shower sent us on our
way back downhill again, by a slightly different route, to get to the ferry once more.
Whilst passing we took a small diversion up to the Claife Viewing Station, a castle
like Victorian tourist attraction and a delightful spot for looking out over
Windermere. The short ferry ride back across the lake soon had us walking up the
hill to the home of (former West Lancs members) Roy and Margaret, our guides and
hosts of the day, to enjoy tea and delicious homemade cakes.
A group dinner at the Lindeth Howe Hotel brought the end to a very pleasant
sociable occasion chatting with friends. Many thanks to Roy and Margaret Gambie
for organising another great day.
**********

Lunch Time Launch
Formerly Ladies Who Launch
This is an opportunity for any members
to get out on the water, in company with
others, each Wednesday from 11.00
All welcome
Sailing continues over the winter time,
weather permitting.
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RC Club Racing over the
winter is on Tuesday
afternoons at 14.00
RC Sailing Open events are
fortnightly Sunday mornings
at 10.30

WHITEHEAD BOWL - GOLF
Bob Willetts wins the Whitehead Bowl golf competition
held at Ormskirk Golf Club
A very enjoyable day, well organised by Ted Southworth and Ian Agnew, was held at
Ormskirk Golf Club. Derek Hook won the prize for ‘nearest the pin’ and scored two
twos on the par 3 holes. Karen Thorougood won the prize for the longest drive on the
13th hole. I personally found the greens took some getting used to, but pitching in on
the 10th hole for 4 points helped me towards a winning score. The day was rounded
off with a great meal in the Ormskirk Golf Club wood panelled dining room. Bob
Willetts

WLYC Grand New Year’s Eve Ball
Tuesday 31st December
7.00 for 7.45 pm
Tickets available now
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Offshore Logbook
The WLYC Offshore sailors have had a busy late summer
and autumn. The ISORA season is now over for 2019; in the
overall series results our sailors did commendably well.
Out of the 63 yachts listed:
Jackknife (J125 - Andrew Hall) was 3rd overall and 3rd in IRC
Class 0.
ZigZag (Sunfast 3200 – Pete Ashworth) was 12th overall and
5th in IRC Class 2.
Espresso Martini Too (Farr 40 – Glyn Sheffield) was 15th overall and 7th in
IRC Class 0.
Lyver Cup. For ar ound 20 year s the Royal Dee and Liver pool Yacht Club have
run a Fastnet Qualification race in the Irish Sea, on behalf of RORC. This year the
race was won by Andrew Hall on Jackknife, and 2nd was Glyn Sheffield on Espresso
Martini Too.
Fastnet Race. In between times Andr ew enter ed J ackhammer (J 121) into the
Fastnet Race. It was a challenging race in very variable conditions. In a fleet of 333
yachts that started the race, Jackhammer was 40th in IRC Class 1, out of 62 who
started. Overall, she was 169th out of 278 that finished (55 started but did not finish).
Middle Sea Race. Andr ew Hall then moved J ackhammer to Malta to join the
Rolex Middle Sea Race. This race is a long 600+nm course out of Malta up the
Messina Straits, around Stromboli along the north coast of Sicily then rounding the
west of Sicily to head for Lampadusa, then Pantelleria, before returning to Malta for
the finish in the Grand Harbour, Valleta. The race is slightly longer than the Fastnet
and this year was even more gruelling, with several yachts retiring because of the
conditions. Jackhammer came in 16th out of 24 in IRC Class 4 and overall 59th out
of 81 that completed the course (17 did not finish).
Cross Channel Dash. In between these r aces another gr oup of WLYC Offshor e
sailors joined Kraken (Open 70 skippered by Lance Shepherd) on a Channel Dash
from Portsmouth to Cherbourg in time for dinner, then back the following day. What
an experience for all on board, but particularly Tom and Laurence Dorr. Tom held
the speed record for the crossing; while helming on a Beam Reach with a huge
Code 0 sail, he topped well over 20kts surfing down waves!
Commodore’s Solent Cruise. For 5 days in ear ly October eight club sailor s
cruised rather more sedately around the Solent. For Yvonne McCulloch this was her
first time offshore; her experiences are reported elsewhere in this edition of the Golden Lion.
Cruise the Ionian in May 2020. The next Commodor e’s Cruise is planned in the
Ionian Sea: Sunday 3rd – Sunday 10th May. Currently we have filled 4 yachts for a
Flotilla Holiday. It may be possible to book further yachts on the same flotilla. If you
are interested contact me - see email below.
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Three Peaks Yacht Race 2019 Prizegiving. To br ing the Offshor e Season to a
close, on Saturday 2nd November, Pete Ashworth and his crew on Zigzag (plus the
shore support), attended the 3 Peaks Yacht Race 2019 Dinner and Prizegiving. They
came away with an impressive array of 5 trophies for both the sailing and running
elements of this challenging / gruelling race.
Quite apart from the racing and cruising already highlighted, other Club members
have been offshore: Dave Pratt, assisted by Bob Willetts, moved his yacht from
Portugal to Largs in Scotland, Bob and Joan Willetts went for a cruise with Ian and
Barbara Agnew around Corfu, and Tony and Louise Halliwell continued to explore
the Brittany coast and waterways, often with WLYC guests on board. Overall, it’s
been a busy and successful season for the Offshore Group in the Club. Now the
planning and preparations start for the 2020 Offshore Sailing season!
Wishing you all fair winds
Rob Pickering
Offshore Captain
offshore.captain@wlyc.org.uk
**********

WLYC needs your help!
If you shop online, please could you sign up to easyfundraising to support West
Lancs Yacht Club’s campaign for a much needed replacement Safety Boat.
It’s completely free and a really easy way to raise money – you just use the
easyfundraising site to shop online with more than 4,000 well known online stores
like Amazon, Argos, John Lewis, ASOS, Booking.com, eBay, Boden, and M&S and
when you make a purchase, the retailer sends us a free donation, at no extra cost to
you.
We want to raise as much as possible, so please visit our new easyfundraising page at
https://www.easyfundraising.org.uk/causes/westlancsyc/ and click ‘support us’.
20 UK Sailing Clubs already benefit from easyfundraising, it's simple and secure.
Let's raise enough for a new Power Boat engine for Christmas.

Thank you!
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Club Handbook 2020 - will you be in it?
Preparations are well in hand for next year’s Handbook which is a key resource for
the smooth management of the Club’s sailing and social activities. It is important and
helpful that information it contains is as up-to-date as possible.
Please take a moment to check the details we have about you in the current Handbook. If you have moved house, changed your phone number, email, or have sold/
bought a boat since January 2019, please let me know.
If you joined the Club before January of this year, it may be that you are not listed as
a Club member in the Handbook. Data Protection legislation requires that we have a
completed consent form fr om you. We need this to allow us to publish your
contact details. If you wish to be listed in the 2020 Handbook, please get in touch (by
email to membership.secretary@wlyc.org.uk or by phone – see Handbook) and I will
send you by email, or as hard copy, a consent form for completion.
All changes in contact details should be notified and completed consent forms
returned to me as soon as possible, and no later than 31st December.
Thank you.

Ilush Bricknell

Welcome to New Members
Neil Bluck (re-joining)
Dave and Ann Deering
Alf Shannon
Bear Trotter
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24 Hour Race – Thoughts for 2020
The 24 Hour Race 2019 is over and the initial income /
expenditure account looks very favourable. This year’s race had a
good mix of weather to make the event a challenge for all. The
published weather forecasts did not help: they all agreed that the
race would start with light winds and all predicted strong winds at some stage, but
none agreed the timing. The most pessimistic was XC Weather, early in the race
XC forecast gusting 30+Kts between midnight and midday Sunday. Therefore, by
9pm, when there was no sign of any increasing winds, many competitors were
openly saying “It’s not going to happen!” Oh dear, just how many teams were
caught out with the wrong crews sailing? As a result in the early hours before dawn
was a very, very busy time for the safety crews. Shortly after dawn normality
returned, and for the remainder of the race most were back in their comfort zone.
But that’s why teams and sailors keep coming back year after year: over the 24
hour period the unpredictability of the challenges that each team will face; the
friendly, welcoming atmosphere (or tone) we manage to generate; sailors of all
ages from all over UK and overseas can mix socially renewing and making
acquaintances; sailors can race with others of all abilities, from the club sailor to
the Olympic Gold Medalist. However, such success cannot be without the help and
enthusiastic support of Club members, friends and sponsors - thank you to all.
Can everyone now take time off for 11 months? I’m afraid the answer is very
definitely no! We started planning 2020 edition of the 24 Hour Race last June, to fit
the event into the national sailing calendar and Sefton’s plans for Southport! The
date was fixed for Saturday 19th – Sunday 20th September 2020. As of 31st Oct,
we already have 10 teams confirmed (and paid), with 3 more whose payment is
expected within days – that’s a really promising start for 2020.
The 24 Hour Race Committee met shortly after the 2019 event and reviewed what
went well, and identified areas where we could make improvements. Major issues
that we identified were:
* Marine Drive Car Parking. Sefton are adamant that those attending the event
should pay for car parking on the Marine Drive; however, they do want to offer
special arrangements for those attending the race. The Committee have already
asked for a review of the overall car parking arrangements and meetings are
planned with council officers in the near future.
* More effective and productive use of space within the Club site and Dinghy Park.
* Safety Boat cover during periods of strong winds. The Committee will review the
allocation of resources (particularly the numbers of Safety Boats) with the prime
aim of providing a rescue service for sailors, and secondly securing damaged
dinghies.
* Better use of the facilities particularly those that we have paid for
* First Aid: This year was the second year that the Club provided the First Aid
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cover, primarily utilising the Club’s most valuable resource – its members. It is interesting to note that only last week the British Red Cross has withdrawn from providing a First Aid service for many sports events. We shall continue to develop and enhance this service for the race both ashore and on the water.
* Marquees & Shelters. The hire of Marquees, Shelters & Containers is a major
expense, while the easy answer may be to cut these costs, experience has shown over
the years that cost cutting does have a serious impact on the experience we offer our
visitors. However, we need to examine ways to make more effective use of the
facilities with the aim of enhancing our income streams.
All this requires planning with some innovative thinking. We need help to
develop the initiative, from someone who has a background in event management,
ideally with Expo or Trade Show Planning experience. The overall aim is to
maintain the ethos of an event provided by Club sailors, for Clubs and sailors. We
need to enhance a Race Village atmosphere by improving our use of the 24 Hour
Race site and facilities, leading to an expansion of our income streams. Anyone with
that essential Event Management experience and who is interested in becoming
involved, please contact me.
Rob Pickering
Head of 24 Hour Race Committee
**********

Commodore's Cruise
North Ionian Sea
3rd - 10th May 2020
Flotilla Company: Sailing Holidays
Base: Plataria on the Greek Mainland
Flights: Manchester / Preveza

It is a privilege to wander around the Ionian including the Greek Mainland, the
islands of Paxos, and Corfu under sail and in the sun. Local village harbours are
home to welcoming local people, multi-coloured fishing boats and above all, wonderful tavernas.
The aim is to put together a small flotilla for a week of relaxed, social sailing. No
previous experience necessary - the hope is to encourage on to the seas those who
have not ventured offshore before. While the skipper needs to have RYA Day
Skipper, or an ICC the remainder of the crew need not have any experience.
WLYC have already booked 4 yachts but there are a couple left
Price £695 incl VAT but add £80 / Yacht Collision Damage Waiver (assumes 4
berths booked on a 36ft yacht)
Price includes: return flights, transfers, harbour fees, fuel, dinghy, linen / towels
Interested? Contact Rob Pickering offshore.captain@wlyc.org.uk
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The Commodore’s Cruise - September 2019

The Commodore’s Cruise 2019; let me recall the cruise for you from a very personal
point of view. I was very pleasantly surprised with several aspects of the trip, starting
with joining the boat. We were moored at Hamble and our boat was alongside
another boat. We therefore had to get ourselves and belongings, plus food, climbing
over one boat and onto another. I should mention that I have short legs and this was
not the easiest of tasks. I needed a ‘bunk-up' to get on and off the boat. The crew had
my backside in their eye-line a lot more than they might care for. When we got to the
boat, I was so glad that Rob, our skipper, had been an absolute gent and taken the
smallest cabin, with very limited space. Had this been allocated to me I would have,
without doubt, bunked in with someone else, much to their dismay. Chrissie was
amazing and had already started to unpack. She obviously knew the drill … get
unpacked, get sorted and get down to the pub.
The next day, after we had done all the appropriate checks and Rob had gone through
the workings of the boat, we put on our foul weather gear and set off on our first
day’s sailing towards Yarmouth. Rob took the boat out of Port Hamble and we were
on our way. I was grateful to be with such an experienced skipper and crew. They all
knew the ropes and what needed to be done. I was clueless but, given direction by the
skipper on the winch etc, and what I needed to do, and the sails were soon up. It was
a very windy day, or so I thought. You may all be aware of just how much the boat
lists when the wind is strong, but it was an experience unknown and very new to me.
I have to say I was getting very concerned, but when I looked at everyone else
chatting away unconcerned, I thought this should be my guide. I would panic only
when they did. Needless to say there was no need at all. I eventually relaxed and
found the whole experience truly exhilarating.
Each day was a big learning curve for me. Rob was a great advisor, as were both
Chris and Richard. They talked through technique
and the workings of sailing a boat of that size. I was
(still am) only just getting to grips with a dinghy on
the Marine Lake, so this boat was a very different
thing. Rob had me fully involved in most aspects
and put me on the helm from day one, which I
loved (I have a picture or two).
We moored at some lovely sites. We travelled up
the beautiful Beaulieu River, moored at Cowes and
Bembridge; we met up with the crew from the other
boat traveling with us, Mike, Steve, Tom and Richard, and went out in the evenings to the local pub
for dinner. Chris and I shopped in the very pretty port in Cowes and bagged a few
bargains. I am very happy to say that the ‘facilities’ at each port were excellent, well
equipped and very welcome.
The highlight of the cruise was the ‘Commodore’s Reception’. Richard was quite
adept at preparing the ‘cocktails’ for the evening. Chris and I made the ‘canapes’.
The boys from the other boat joined us and the drinks flowed. The Commodore made
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a marvellous speech (he is very good at ‘off the cuff’ stuff). We had a lovely evening.
I clearly have a lot to learn about the drinking game. I was so surprised at the lack of
‘bad heads’ the next day. Had it been me drinking those cocktails my head would
have been forever over the back of the boat. Thank goodness I'm a wine only kind of
gal.
I personally had a lovely time on the cruise. I learned a lot and would most definitely
recommend this kind of trip to all. I think my next venture ought to be the trip Rob is
arranging around the Greek Isles next May. We’ll see.
Yvonne McCulloch

**********
Lunch Time Launch - All Members Welcome
If you don’t know already, may I alert you to a great little gathering that takes place
every Wednesday at the Club? Lunch Time Launch (LTL) is a weekly social sailing
get together, with the purpose of enjoying non race sailing, meeting new friends, and
enjoying a tasty lunch!
On a Monday we get a text message from co-ordinators Eleanor or Mal, to check
who is attending this week. This gives an idea of catering numbers. We meet around
11.00 am onwards, get rigged and have a sailing session before lunch, which happens
around 1.00 pm.
We then have lunch and a good old chat, with more experienced sailors offering
helpful advice, if asked (and given an extra slice of cake…) We take turns to bring
along lunch for the occasion and then all help clear up afterwards. After lunch we’re
back out on the lake. There are usually spare places available, morning and
afternoon, for members who don’t own boats. Also, some of the more experienced
sailors are happy to come out with you in your own boat, to give additional tips on
technique! We break mid-afternoon for tea & cake … and more swapping notes (that
is we just chat) ...All in all it’s great fun, very informal, and a great way to meet new
friends, gain experience on the water, and try different dinghies.
Stuart Dundas
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DIARY DATES
December
Tuesday 3rd
Saturday 7th
Tuesday 10th
Tuesday 31st

RC Club Racing 14.00
Family Christmas Party 15.00

AGM 20.00
New Year’s Eve Ball - Orient Express 19.00 for 19.45

2020
January
Wednesday 1st
Sunday 5th
Tuesday 7th
Sunday 19th
Friday 24th

New Year’s Day - Bank Holiday - Happy New Year
RC Sailing Open - 10.00
RC Club Racing - 14.00 continues weekly
RC Sailing Open - 10.00
Burns’ Night - 19.00 for 19.30

February
Sunday 2nd
Tuesday 4th
Sunday 9th
Saturday 15th
Sunday 16th

RC Sailing Open - 10.00
RC Club Racing - 14.00
Mad Dog Fun Run - road closures
Annual Dinner 19.00 for 19.30
RC Sailing Open - 10.00

March
Sunday 1st
Wednesday 4th
Saturday 7th
Sunday 15th
Saturday 28th
Sunday 29th
Sunday 29th

RC Sailing Open - 10.00
Lunch Time Launch - 11.00 continues weekly
Club Spring Supper
RC Sailing Open - 10.00
Fitting Out Race 14.30 and Supper 19.00 for 19.30
BST begins
RC Fitting Out Race - 11.00

Notice of Meeting

West Lancashire Yacht Club
Annual General Meeting
is on Tuesday 10th December 2019
at 20:00 hours at the Club
The Minutes of the 2018 AGM are available on request from the Club Secretary

Next copy date: Sunday 2nd February 2020
golden.lion@wlyc.org.uk
Editor: Kathy Robinson, Assistant Editor:
The views expressed herein are not necessarily those of the editor nor of the
WLYC Commi!ee.
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