Golden Lion
The West Lancashire Yacht Club Newsletter
Founded 1894
Founded 1894

March 2020

Celebrating a Century
Two of our Club
members have been
celebrating their
100th birthdays
Jean Binks was 100
on
12th October 2019
Edith Wilson was 100
On
2nd February 2020
Many congratulations
to them both
Jean Binks
above

Edith Wilson
right

Commodore’s Report - March 2020
Hello again to everyone … it’s time for another missive
from your Commodore. Most of us are shore based
during the current February gales … staring longingly
out of the window and hoping that better times will soon
be here. I’m sure that sunshine and sailing are just
around the corner so, grit your teeth, and look
determined. In the mean time we can reminisce over the
past three months and be warmed by the memory of what
has been happening at the Club.
Cast your mind back to last November and our 125th Anniversary Dinner,
superbly overseen by the Halliwells and their crew. Great food and a great
night at the Club, where our history was remembered and our future
contemplated. The season was rounded off by Prizegiving, ably organised by
Jo Henderson, and catered by the Catering team.
Into December and our AGM, which was well attended and then our
Christmas offerings …. firstly, the Christmas Fayre, which raised £150
towards a new RHIB and secondly the Children’s Christmas Party, with
Father Christmas (assisted by Harry Hurst) and WLYC’s resident elf, Kieran
Moore, driving the ‘sleigh’ carrying Santa across the Marine Lake. The year
was rounded off by our New Year’s Eve Ball, a recreation of a train journey
across Europe on the Orient Express.
We started this year with our usual January Burns Night bash … with Kit
Robinson wielding his dirk, some fine toasts, and controlled mayhem on the
dance floor. In February we had our Annual Dinner, which was a very
convivial affair with the affable company of our Kindred Clubs and an
excellent meal provided by Stella Pettifer and family.
So what’s next? Rob Pickering has engineered something of a coup for his
next Offshore Dinner. The internationally renowned yachtswoman Pip Hare is
coming to give a talk at the Club on Friday 13th March, and we are expecting a
large crowd, with interest from the Kindred Clubs. So be sure to book your
ticket as soon as possible to avoid disappointment.
Tony Halliwell is also reinstating the Reunion Lunches, renamed Social
Lunches. The first one is on Tuesday 24th March, with a talk from our own
Bob Willetts, who will be sharing his adventures on, and in, the Bog Hole.
At the end of March it will be time to get your boats ready for the Fitting Out
Race, and Supper, on Saturday 28th March, to start the sailing season.
January and February have been a sad time at the Club, as four of our longPage 2

standing members have died over the past two months … Sheila Parker, Reg
Sayer, Jim Anderson, and Anne Harper. All made significant contributions to
the Club and our thoughts are with their families at this sad time.
I also have to report that Jo Henderson has resigned as Vice Commodore, due
to the pressure of managing a young family and a demanding job, whilst
working very hard for the Club. On behalf of the Club I’d like to thank her
for all her efforts. Tim Harper has agreed to be our new Head of Sailing …
welcome to the Team, Tim.
Just to keep you abreast of current developments at the Club, and to let you
know that we are not all sleeping on the job, we’ve made progress in a
number of areas over the past two months.
Firstly, Phil has received his Personal Licence, which allows him to run
Licensed Premises as a Licensee (see photo below). Treat him with the
reverence he deserves … he has a certificate.
Secondly, you may have observed official notices around the Club, and
in the newspaper, regarding the licensing of the Club. We have applied for a
Premises Licence for the Club, to allow us to expand our Club hire activities
and help to fund our sailing. We are hoping that this will commence on 1st
April.
Thirdly, we have appointed an outside catering firm, Totally D’vine, to
cater for our Club hire events. Please note that this in no way affects the
catering for our Club events.
Finally, for those of you who might actually be interested in sailing
matters, we have submitted a grant application for a new RHIB, so can you all
please cross all your fingers and toes in anticipation of its acceptance. Many
thanks to Ian Hughes for his hard work on the bid.
And finally, finally, I urge you all to please use the Easy Fundraising
application when you are making internet purchases. We have currently raised
over £120 through this method towards our RHIB,
and this is £120 for the Club for free … just by
clicking a mouse. For guidance on what to do, please
see page 9.
Adieu to you all until I next see you at the Club.
Dr Richard Stubbs
Commodore
the.commodore@wlyc.org.uk
West Lancs YC
Steward Phil Lindsay
Our Club Licensee
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Sailing Matters - March 2020
As I write this article it’s a bright dry day in early February, but force 8/9 gales and torrential
rain are forecast for this Sunday (Mad Dog 10Km run day in Southport!). The 2020 Club
Handbook is finished and is about to be sent to the printers (Hurrah!). Like last year, some
Club members and friends have been generous in their sponsorship of the Handbook by
placing adverts. The aim is to provide an income stream to cover as much as possible the
costs of producing the Handbook. I trust you’ll agree we have managed to maintain the
image and style, while keeping the content relevant, appropriate and in a logical format. It is
not an easy document to bring together, and thanks go to all the contributors, editors,
advertisers, and proof readers. A copy of the Handbook is sent out to each household with
this Golden Lion; for additional copies please speak to Phil (the Steward) in the Club.
“Sailing Matters” is a regular article for the Golden Lion with the aim of keeping Club
members updated with dinghy racing & sailing within the Club. It is generally written by
whoever is Head of the Sailing Committee. Unfortunately, for personal and family reasons,
Jo Henderson has resigned from the positions of Vice Commodore and Head of Sailing
Committee. Her replacement is not yet in post therefore, it has fallen to me to write these
pre-season notes.
So, how are the preparations going for this year’s Sailing Season?
Planning for the 2020 Sailing Calendar
With the very welcome increase in membership in 2019 the training and development
commitment has increased significantly. As a Sports and Social Club that is run by the
members for the members, we are so dependent on all our members to contribute to the
running of Club activities.
Sailing Related Assets
Club Dinghies. Curr ently we have available 3 RS Quests (plus another 3 pr omised
sometime in April) we also have: 1 Wayfarer, 2 RS Visions, 3 RS Fevas, 5 Toppers,
8 Optimists, plus a GP14 and an Enterprise. These last 2 dinghies are primarily used
for our 24 Hour Race and Southport’s Junior 12 Hour Race; they are used for
training / familiarisation only in exceptional circumstances, with the close
supervision of sailors approved each time by the Sailing Committee.
Dinghy Hire: Club member s ar e able to hir e some of our Club dinghies (subject to
availability), but there are terms and conditions. See below
Instructors. Both for Adult and J unior Tr aining we ar e very dependent on our
members volunteering to enable courses / events to run; unfortunately, a few of our
very able younger instructors have moved on to university etc, and so the number of
our available instructors has reduced.
Supervision and Safety The enhanced sailing pr ogr amme inevitably has incr eased
the load of supervision and safety boat cover required, and all members are asked to
check the Handbook pages 7 – 9 to find their scheduled sailing related duties.
Dutyman Software used by the Club sends emails to r emind Club member s in
advance of their forthcoming duty. If you are unable to perform your duty on

the date shown in the Handbook, it is your responsibility to find a deputy and
to inform the Dinghy Captain of the change.
It may become necessary to CANCEL any of the Club’s sailing activities if
members do not turn up to carry out their scheduled OD or Safety Boat duties.
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Tractor & Driver to support sailing on the Sea at Ainsdale. It is very manpower
intensive to put on these events; however, a critical factor is the availability of a
driver (and tractor) who is approved by Sefton MBC (and insured) to drive on the
beach to launch / recover safety boats. Unfortunately, our normal contact with the
Shrimpers is only able to offer one date this year and that’s in August.
Club Racing. The pr ogr amme includes:
Trophy Days. Fitting Out Race (Satur day 28 Mar ch), Easter Egg Cup (Easter
Sunday), Town Cup (Sunday 24 May), Boghole Trophy (TBC)
WLYC 24 Hour Race. Saturday / Sunday 19 / 20 September
Open Meetings. Club Regatta (Sunday 7 J une), GP14 & Enter pr ise Open (Sunday 6
October)
Thursday evenings. Ser ies racing star ts each Thur sday evening fr om 2 Apr il until
the end of September
Saturday pm. Ser ies r acing each Satur day at 1500 on Saturday 4 Apr il and
continues till October
Junior Racing. J unior 12 Hour Race (Saturday 27 J une), Hollingwor th J unior 6
Hour Race (Saturday 11 June), Lloyd Hayes Junior Travellers (Saturday 18 June),
Brasiliero Junior Race Day (Saturday 17 October)
RC Sailing. Following an RC Sailing Fitting Out Race on Sunday 29 Mar ch. RC
racing is programmed each Tuesday starting Tuesday 7 April until the end of
October (see the timings in the diary). An RC Sailing End of Season Race is planned
on Sunday 25 October followed by a series of Winter Racing
Sailing on the Sea at Ainsdale. Ther e ar e only 4 dates when the tides ar e suitable
for the Club to sail on the sea.
Formal Training
Adult Training. The Tr aining Gr oup is putting together a bespoke pr ogr amme of
formal RYA training courses for both sail and power during the season Tuesday
evenings and occasional weekends. Much coordination is required to match: lake
availability, boat assets, availability of students and instructors and supervision
cover. However, one course that has already been programmed is RYA 3 - Better
Sailing on 4/5 July. Interested? Contact Cathie Reaser, Training Secretary
Junior Training. Each Satur day after noon star ting Saturday 4 Apr il; however, the
routine schedule has changed – see the Handbook
Sailing Skills Development See separ ate ar ticle for mor e details
Sail IT (Tuesday evenings). Run by Dave Por ter 7 – 9pm Tuesday evenings. Starts
Tuesday 5 May till early September
Lunch-Time Launch (Wednesdays). Is planned to r un each Wednesday thr oughout
the year (dependant on the weather!) contact Eleanor Mehew, or Mal Postance, or
simply turn up!
Social Sailing (Saturdays). Regular Social Sailing star ts Saturday 4 Apr il,
concurrent with other Club sailing activities; using either hired Club boats or their
own boats, or join in Club racing if at a sufficient skill level. However, it is limited
by lake availability, so check the Club notes element of the Calendar in the
Handbook.

Page 5

Sailing Matters continued
Use a Club Dinghy Scheme. Pr ovided they ar e not r equir ed for Club
training purposes, the Club owns several dinghies available for hire on a
session basis:
Oppies, Toppers, RS Fevas, RS Visions, RS Quests, and a Wayfarer
Previous incidents of opportunistic theft have highlighted security issues that,
for the time being, limit the complete access to Club boats for members.
Read more about the scheme in the Club Handbook
And that’s just the start! We have a ver y busy sailing season planned for
all, but remember sailing is a resource limited activity and that includes people.
We are a “Members’ Club” that is run by the members for the members.
To make anything happen we need volunteers – old sailors, new sailors, non
sailors, anyone young or old - for:
Race management,
Training (trainers and assistants / admin),
Coaching (coaches and assistants),
Scoring,
Safety / rescue (drivers, crew and maintainers),
Galley catering, - food is vital,
Sailing Committee, plus invaluable support from the Membership,
Marketing, and Social committees.
You don’t have to be a sailor to contribute.
If you want to learn about what to do and be involved contact:
Sailing Secretary - sailing.secretary@wlyc.org.uk
Offshore Captain - Rob Pickering
offshore.captain@wlyc.org.uk
Dinghy Captain - Dave Porter
dinghy.captain@wlyc.org.uk
Training Secretary - Cathie Reaser
training.secretary@wlyc.org.uk
Junior Training - junior.training@wlyc.org.uk
Scoring - Martin Butcher
results.admin@wlyc.org.uk
RC Sailing - Alan Tickle
rc.sailing@wlyc.org.uk
Lunch-Time Launch - Eleanor Mehew - see Handbook
or Mal Postance - see andbook
Safety / Rescue - Skip Reaser
safetyboat.admin@wlyc.org.uk
Catering - Kate Grace—see Handbook
Looking forward to seeing down at the Club.
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Sailing Committee

Our catering team excel. Again!
For those of us who have grown up with inspections, acronyms like CQC and Ofsted
may well drive fear into your heart. No such problem for Kate Grace our new head
of the Catering team, and our multi-talented Club Steward, Phil Lindsay. When a
member of Sefton MBC’s Environmental Health Team came knocking on
31st January, we were, once again, awarded a 5* food hygiene rating.
Our achievement is even more remarkable as, unlike our last inspection two years
ago, this visit was unannounced. A huge thank you to Kate and helpers for recently
giving the galley a really deep clean and big tidy up, checking our equipment is in
order. Once again, Phil’s record keeping, whether recording the temperature of the
haggis on Burns Night, or how unused steak from New Year’s Eve will be stored,
(this was particularly noted on the Inspector’s report) is exemplary.
Well done Phil and Kate for a great combined effort, rewarded with a 5* rating for
the Club. Thank you.
Ian Hughes
Hon. Secretary
**********

Weekday Social Lunch
Many will remember the reunion lunches organised by Cyril Porter in the Club, with
Phil catering.
It is proposed to revive these lunches under the new banner Weekday Social Lunches
- not very exciting, but we wish to make the point that they are for all members, old
and new. As before, we will ask Phil to cater, helping him to select the best of his
dishes, and, again as before, lunch will normally be followed by a short talk by a
guest speaker, whether on a sailing matter or other topic, perhaps something of
local interest.
A small sub-committee, consisting of myself, Louise, Carol Gummerson, Bob
Willetts and Graham Holland has been set-up to organise and oversee the lunches,
the first of which has been scheduled for Tuesday 24th March at 12.00 for 12.30.
Bob Willetts is to give a talk on the Origin of
the Bog Hole Trophy (or How I might have
been lost on Horse Bank). A booking list is
now up in the Club. Please add your name, or
call Phil to do so.
The list will close at
midday on Sunday 22nd March. The price will
be £15/head (with a 50% cancellation charge
for cancellations after the list closes).
Members’ personal guests will be welcome.
Tony Halliwell
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Offshore Logbook
Elsewhere in this edition of the Golden Lion you will have read
all about the opportunities that the Club is offering in the 2020
season for dinghy sailors / racers on the Marine Lake (and,
hopefully, on the sea at Ainsdale).
So - what is being planned Offshore for 2020?
There is the normal round of racing planned / thought about by
various Club members.
ISORA racing in the Irish Sea
Round the Island Race
Cork Week
Scottish Series
Welsh IRC Nationals at Pwlhelli SC
Abersoch Keelboat week
Antigua / Caribbean Regattas
Middle Sea Race
Bermuda Race (Newpor t, Rhode Island to Ber muda). ‘Jack Hammer’ is already
back in the USA and Andrew is planning to sail the Bermuda Race
IRC Worlds in Newport, Rhode Island
There is also a new (or rather a re-introduced) event – The Lonely Rock Race.
Royal Western Yacht Club, in co-operation with the Royal Victoria Yacht Club, plan
to re-introduce a race in the Corinthian spirit for the Club sailor and yachts between
30 – 60 feet. The course will be from Ryde (Solent) to the Fastnet Rock and back to
Plymouth. The start date is expected to be in mid-August.
Details are still being drafted; therefore, once the Notice of Race is out it will be
interesting to watch developments.
For individual plans, as usual Andrew Bedwell has some Challenging ideas:
Solo Round Britain in his Trimaran
Trip to the Faroe Islands and back with his daughter Poppy onboard
And starting sometime next Autumn, one leg out of 7 with Team Britannia, on their
challenge to beat the Round the World record in a powerboat. The current record is
60 days 23 hrs and 19 mins. The route will start and finish in Gibraltar and must pass
through the Panama and Suez Canals, plus must cross the Tropic of Cancer and the
Equator.
As regards cruising, we have some mor e modest plans at the Club:
The Commodore’s Cruise The Club has alr eady booked and paid for 5 yachts
to sail in a Flotilla around the Ionian Sea. We fly out to Corfu on Saturday 2nd May
and return on Sunday 10th May. There is still a 6th yacht available, a 39 ft Beneteau,
with 3 double cabins and 2 heads (toilets & showers to you landlubbers!). We need a
skipper and 4 or 5 crew to make the 6th yacht feasible.
End of June a long weekend, or even a week’s charter, in West Scotland
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eg the Clyde Estuary
Early October, what is becoming a feature in the diary, a Club Cruise in the Solent.
As regards Shorebased Training, we hope to run an RYA “Essential Navigation and
Seamanship” shore-based course in the Club. Later, if there is interest, a Day
Skipper Shore-based course that could lead to a mixed Day Skipper / Competent
Crew course in the Solent, or maybe overseas, eg Tenerife! Watch your emails for a
Mailchimp seeking interested Club members, or even better email me now at
offshore.captain@wlyc.org.uk. If you want what you may consider more realistic
comments and assessments from less experienced and recently qualified Day
Skippers – contact Dave & Gayle Rooney.
See the Handbook for their contact details.
Rob Pickering
Dave & Gayle Rooney
WLYC Offshore Team
offshore.captain@wlyc.org.uk
**********

WLYC needs your help!
If you shop online, please could you sign up to easyfundraising to support
West Lancs Yacht Club’s campaign for a much needed new Safety Boat, and perhaps
a new engine to go with it?
It’s completely free and a really easy way to
raise money – you just use the easyfundraising
site to shop online, with more than 4,000 well
known online stores like Amazon, Argos, John
Lewis, ASOS, Booking.com, eBay, Boden, and
M&S, and when you make a purchase, the retailer sends us a free donation, at no extra cost
to you.
We want to raise as much as possible, so please
visit our new easyfundraising page at -

https://www.easyfundraising.org.uk/causes/westlancsyc/
and click ‘support us’.

Thank you!
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Dinghy Sailing - Training & Skills
Development
The Sailing Matters article elsewhere in this month’s
Golden Lion mentions the Training & Skills
Development opportunities that the Club offers for Club
members. This additional article is intended to highlight
and explain the initiatives in more detail. or anyone interested in further developing
their sailing skills this coming season, they are invited to come along to:
Saturday afternoon ‘Social Sailing’ sessions - Star ts 4th Apr il.
Tuesday evening ‘Sail It’ sessions - Star ts 5th May
Lunch Time Launch – all year round on Wednesdays (weather permitting)
Social sailing with ‘buddy’ safety system only
A two-day course to achieve RYA Level 3 sailing certificate Course dates Saturday 4th /Sunday 5th July
Social Sailing - Saturday afternoons
All levels of expertise welcome.
This is a perfect time to turn up with very informal arrangements, but the safety boats
are out and there are experienced sailors and trainers around. An ideal time to build
confidence out on the water and hone your skills - the best way to improve, have fun
and meet fellow members in a safe and relaxed atmosphere.
Lunch-Time Launch - Wednesday lunchtimes
This is a group of Club members with an informal approach, but unlike Social
Sailing, do have a coordinated structure. And what’s more have a delicious lunch.
Meeting on Wednesdays from 11.00. It is an opportunity for you to build confidence
out on the water and hone your skills - meet fellow members and have fun.
A BUDDY system operates for safety.
Sail-It - Tuesday evenings
Run by Dave Porter, Sail-It continues on Tuesday evenings this season, between
19.00 and 21.00. It is an opportunity for adult Club members to develop and
progress their sailing skills, with more experienced sailors on hand to provide
guidance and support. It is also hoped to continue the social element to these
evenings with something to eat and drink after sailing.
RYA Level 3 Course - Better Sailing
This is a two-day course for people who wish to become more confident in their
RYA certificate level 2 sailing skills and techniques, and are ready to try new more
advanced ones. Please contact Cathie Reaser if you are interested in attending this
course. training.secretary@wlyc.org.uk

WANTED
Do you have a spare Topper sail,
or any spare Topper fittings, you could donate to the Club?
Please contact Mike Dorr (training.principal@wlyc.org.uk) or see Handbook
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Reg Sayer
It is with sadness that we inform you of the passing of Reg Sayer, aged 94, on 1st February
2020. He joined the West Lancs Yacht Club in the late 50's - before the sea wall was built,
and the Club was based above the Victoria baths, until its eventual move to the lakeside premises. But, in those early days, children were not allowed in the Victoria premises, and all we
remember is having to sit waiting outside on the stairs, while Dad refreshed!
Reg originally owned and raced a GP 14 (No 3953) with Pip Bridge, before being tempted to
join the cruising fleet on purchasing a 20 foot Vivacity yacht, named Vicky, with
Bill
Aspin as crew - who sadly died a few years ago in Hong Kong. He was also the
Offshore
Captain for a few years in the 70's.
On selling his Vivacity, he joined Bill Mould as crew, and spent many enjoyable weekends,
over a number of years, helping Bill fit out his new yacht, Whitefire. Once launched he was
able to enjoy cruises with Bill, and his cruising fleet pals - Cyril Porter, Vic Warren, Dave
Pratt, and others, to destinations such as the West Coast of England and Scotland, Ireland and
France. Of course no trip could go without liquid refreshments, and he had a favourite tipple,
'Whitefire' (a mixture of dark Vermouth, gin, and tonic) - suitably christened after Bill's yacht.
It became his traditional daily drink, which he enjoyed up to the end of his life.

Reg Sayer (L) and Bill Mould
aboard Bill’s boat Wildfire,
Of course, with a ‘Wildfire’ drink
in their hands

Dad was a strong supporter of the Club, and in his younger days would help with the annual
24 Hour Race, other sailing events, and the running of the Club. He thoroughly enjoyed the
social life, and could be found there on a Thursday night playing snooker or billiards, and at
weekends watching the sailing on the lake, and enjoying the company of his friends.
Sadly, about 11 years ago he suffered a severe stroke, and unfortunately that ended his snooker
activities and his capacity to visit the Club.
Linda Amies (daughter) and Martyn Sayer
Our thoughts are with Linda and Martyn and their families at this time.

Welcome to New Members
Susan Brady, partner of David Aspinall (re-joining)
Lin Williams, wife of Ian (re-joining)
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Sheila Parker
Sheila joined West Lancs YC along with her husband
Mike in 1969. Although not a sailor herself she was a
regular attender at the Club and participated in the social
events. When Mike was Commodore during 1993 and
1994, the time of the Club’s Centenary, Sheila was
leading the ‘Ladies Committee’ catering for the many
celebratory events held that year. Each year when it
came to the Club’s Annual Dinner and the Flying
Snooker game, Sheila’s skills as a snooker player (a
mis-spent youth?) would shine.
In recent years Sheila was in a care home, with declining health and
mobility. She died in late December last year. Our thoughts are with her
sons Howard, Adrian and Robert, and all their families.

Jim Anderson
Jim’s love of sailing came from living most of his
life by the sea. With Strangford Lough pilots
amongst his ancestors, and his grandfather being a
lighthouse keeper of some fame, regarding
documented sea rescues etc, it seems the sea was
always going to be in Jim’s blood. He joined
West Lancs in 1976, and became a keen Laser
sailor, not only as a competitor but also serving on
various race committees. Jim devoted much of his
time to teaching people to sail and in safety boat
training at the Club. This included his daughter Juliet sailing in her Oppie.
Jim was a fierce competitor in his Laser, but as the years progressed he
became interested in Offshore sailing, and joined in many of the Club’s
Commodore’s Cruises. He sailed with Dave Pratt for much of Dave’s
Blue Water Rally circumnavigation. When Bob Willetts ventured on his
Arc World Rally circumnavigation, Jim was with Bob for quite a few
sectors of that journey too. Jim was the Club’s Commodore for the years
1999 and 2000. He became known as something of a raconteur, so was
often invited to speak at Kindred Club gatherings. n more recent years, on
Sunday afternoons, he could regularly be found with the more senior Club
members, the ‘Sunday Club’, sharing a glass and a yarn or two, putting the
world to rights.
He died on 2nd February after battling with ill health, which particularly took
its toll on Jim in the last six months. We, as a Club, offer our sincere
condolences to Jane and his two daughters Karen and Juliet, with his grandson Ben and immediate family members.
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Safety on the Water
Is it safe for me to sail today?

Personal Risk Assessment
A check list for those intending to sail.
This assessment is what you should consider every time you go on the
water – be it on the Marine Lake or on the sea at Ainsdale.

Personal
Fitness

Am I (and my crew) sufficiently fit to sail
my boat (and launch and recover it)

Competence

Am I sufficiently competent and
confident to sail my boat in the actual
and forecast weather conditions without
dependence on external support?

Yes / No

Am I capable of righting my dinghy?

Yes / No

Do I (and my crew/passengers) have
sufficient buoyancy and thermal
protection for the conditions?
All sailors under the age of 18 shall wear
adequate buoyancy aids when afloat.
When sailing on the tide all sailors shall
wear adequate buoyancy at all times.
When Lake sailing between 31 October &
30 April (and when on the tide 1 October
– 1 June) wet suits or dry suits shall be
worn.

Yes / No

Planned
Sailing Area

If no other dinghy from the Club is afloat
stay on the Club side of the islands.

Yes / No

Racing

Have I read the current Racing Rules of
Sailing (or a guide to them)?

Yes / No

Have I read the WLYC Sailing
Instructions for the current season?

Yes / No

Equipment

Yes / No

Any doubt about the above questions, or any answer “NO”
indicates that you should not be sailing that day
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Anne Harper
A very active member of West Lancs YC, Anne
contributed greatly to the life of the Club. Having
married such a keen sailor as Ron, it was perhaps
inevitable that Anne would be involved in the
sailing world, despite never becoming a sailor
herself. She and Ron joined the Club in 1969. At
one stage she was running a small chandlery shop
in Southport. When children Tim and Sarah came
along they also became involved in sailing at the
Club. Her two grandsons, Ben and Gabe, now
continue the family tradition.
In recent years Anne was regularly at the Club on Junior Training days,
assisting daughter Sarah with the On Board administration and supporting her
grandsons as they advanced their sailing skills. Amongst her many talents she
was an excellent cook and regularly brought cakes along to contribute to the
galley. Pre any Club social occasions she was usually to be found assisting in
the cleaning and tidying of the Clubhouse, or in the galley helping with the
food preparations.
For a number of years Anne was Chief Executive co-ordinating the 24 Hour
Race. She was the very first lady to serve on the Club Committee. For the
Club’s Centenary Year of 1994, she introduced the Grandstand, parking it
alongside the docking area. This was an instant success, as somewhere to sit
and just watch the Race and especially the antics of the crew changeovers.
More recently at 24 Hour Race time, in the week before the Race, Anne was
regularly helping with all the many cleaning, clearing and ‘gardening’
preparations around the Clubhouse, and again over the Race weekend, doing
various shifts with the catering team.
Anne died on 3rd February. Her presence at the Club will be very much
missed. Our thoughts are with Ron, Tim and Sarah, Ben and Gabe.
RC Club Racing is on
Tuesday evenings and
most Sunday mornings

Lunch Time Launch
This is an opportunity for any
Club Members to get out on the water,
in company with others.
Wednesdays from 11.00.
All welcome.
We take turns to provide lunch.
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DIARY DATES
March
Sunday 1st
Wednesday 4th
Friday 13th
Sunday 15th
Tuesday 24th
Saturday 28th
Sunday 29th
Sunday 29th

RC Sailing Open - 10.00
Lunch Time Launch - 11.00 continues weekly
Club Spring Supper - 19.00 for 19.30
A talk by Pip Hare, a Vendée Globe Solo Race entrant
RC Sailing Open - 10.00
Social Lunch - talk by Bob Willetts - 12.00 for 12.30
Fitting Out Race 14.30 and Supper 19.00 for 19.30
BST begins
RC Fitting Out Race - 11.00

April
Wednesday 1st
Thursday 2nd
Saturday4th
Sunday 5th
Tuesday 7th
Wednesday 8th
Thursday 9th
Friday 10th
Saturday 11th
Sunday 12th
Thursday 16th
Sunday 26th
Sunday 26th

Ainsdale Beach opens for cars
19.15 A1 + Buffet Supper early start
Junior training:13.00 -14.45 Stages 3 + 4;
15.00 -16.45 Stages 1 + 2
15.00 April 1 + 2
+ Social Sailing
10.00 RC Sailing Open
18.30 RC Sailing - Spring - continues weekly
11.00 Lunch-Time Launch - continues weekly
19.15 A2 + Buffet Supper early start
11:00 - 16:00 Try Sailing
Junior training - Timings continue as for Saturday 4th
15.00 April 3 + 4
+ Social Sailing
Easter Day 10.30 Easter Egg Cup at SSC
19.30 A3 + A4
11.00 WLYC Open Day
Discover Sailing - Open Day - with BBQ
10.30 RC Club Racing
Splashworld Triathlon
Club access maintained

May
Saturday 2nd
Tuesday 5th
Wednesday 6th
Thursday 7th
Friday 8th
Sunday 17th
Sunday 24th
Monday 25th

Junior training continues
15.00 May 1 + 2
+ Social Sailing
19.00 Sail-It - continues weekly until the end of August
19.00 RC Sailing - Spring - later timing
Sporting Challenge: 19.00-21.00
19.30 B1 + B2
Bank Holiday 75th anniversary of VE Day
Marine Lake Triathlon - road closures
12.30 Town Cup Pursuit Race - 15.00 Vintage Tea Party
Bank Holiday

Next copy date: Sunday 10th May 2020
golden.lion@wlyc.org.uk
Editor: Kathy Robinson, Assistant Editor:
The views expressed herein are not necessarily those of the editor nor of the
WLYC Commi!ee.
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